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1 THE FIRST MINISTERS

Early 1Tth-century Ireland was in a state of fransifion and in me part of the island was
this more apparent than in Ulstar. As 8 result of official and unofficial plantations thers
was an infiu of settlers from England and, in particular, Scofland which transiomed
the character of much of the prowince.

2 THE FIRST PRESBYTERY

In Scotland attempts by Charles | to impose his authority wpon the Church provoked &

hisstile respanss which eventually lzd to the Nathonal Covenant of 1638 This Covenant
declared presbyterianizm the only tne form of church govemment and bownd the nation

3 THE COVENANT AND ULSTER
Preshyterians across Ulster looked fo the new Presbytery for leadership
and spiritual guidance. A kirk sessions were formed and 25 ministers
were appointed i preach in various districts, the Presbyterian Church

4 THE LATE 17TH CENTURY

Following Ehe Restoration of 1660, ministers who refused to confiorm fo the feachings and
episcapal authority of the newly reinstated Church of Ireland were dismissad. One vindent:
opponent of the Presbyterian ministers was Bishop leremy Taylor of Down and Connor who

fn the principles of the Reformation.

Began to put down deep roods in Ulster.
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During this decade the structues of the

in one day declamed vacant 38 parishes in counties Antrim and Down.
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6 THE COVENANTERS

By the 16805 a majority of Presbyterians had come to 2 position on the Covenants
of 1638 and 1643 which could be described as ‘respectful emembrance’. That i,
they befieved that the Covenants had been important documents, buf were no longer
perpetually binding on them and their descendants.

Rex. Hugh CURBIgRan o James Sinpson
Rev lotn 2 B ot Scatt

THE NON-SUBSCRIBERS

In the early 18th century there cccurmed the first major dispute within Irish Presbyterianism.

This was over the issue of subscription to the Westminster Confession of Faith which had
been made compulsory on all ministers by the Synod of Ulster. Led by Rev. Joln Abernethy
of Anfrim, those who denied the necessity of subrscribing to this work wera known as

1n 1648 they were roundly contemaed by Usiers
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THE SECEDERS

Following a dispute in the Chunch of Scotland over the issue of patronage and concemns
about docirinal Layify, a number of ministers secaded (hence their appellation Saceders)
in 1733 and formed the Associate Presbytery. The conservative evangelicalism of the
Seceders appealed fo many Presbyterians in Uster and from the 17405 onwands Secedar
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o tair own mesting hogses.
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9 PRESBYTERIANS
AND THE 1798 REBELLION

The distinguished historian AT, Q. Stewart famously observed, The Presbyterian is
happiest when he is being a radical” Political radicalism was never more obvicws than
in the 1790z when Prestyterians were instrumental in the creation of the United Irishmen
and were heavily involved in the revolufionary activities that led fo the 1798 Rebellion.
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11 PRESBYTERIANISM
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5 THE 18TH CENTURY

The prospects for Presbyterians in Ulster at the beginning of the 1690s seemed good.
However, wery quickly it was apparen that Presbyterians would continue to be denied full
aceass fn civil power and the enjoyment of religious freedom. The state church contined
tn be the Church of Ireland which remained hostile fo Presbyerianism.
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10 PRESBYTERIANISM
IN THE 1800S

The 19th century was a period of expansion for the Presbyterianizm in Ireland with
hundreds of new congregations formed, parkly in response to the rise in the population in
the early 1800s, and also to the expansion of urban centres. This can be seen cleary in the
rapidly-expanding industrial city of Belfast where bebween 1850 and 1900 the Preshyterian
population quadnspled, while the number of congregations rse from 1540 47.
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14 ULSTER PRESBYTERIANS

WORLDWIDE

Pres bylerians entered the twentisth century with confidence, a clear sense of purpose, and
with a pride in their contribution to the medemising of Ulster a5 well 25 a strong awareness
of their Scoftish roots. This was symbalised in the opening of 2 new headquarters for the
Presbyterian Church — the magnificent Assembly BullGIngs — in Belfast in 1905.

It was not wntil the second half of the 17th centwry that Presbyferans in Ireland began
o build their own places of worship. (Prior o this they met in fhe parish churches of
the Established Church.) To begin with Preshyterian mesting houses wem built in less
conspicuous rural areas or on the edge of towns.

The Presbyerian Churches have always placed a high premium on education, not enly in terms.
of an educated miniséry, but alss in having a Rerate membership. Many Prestyierian ministers
organised their own schooks. One of the aariest of fhese was the school establshed by

Roy. kames MCAIpInG at Killleagh, County Down, in 1697 where Re. Franchs Rutchesan, later

For more than three centuries Presbyterians from Ulster have been camying their
faith across the globe — o North America, Ausiralia, Mew Zealand and elsewhers —
and have founded many congregations and built numerows placss of worship.
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15 TRACING PRESBYTERIAN
ANCESTORS

‘Today an ewer increasing number of people from anound the world are interested in
finding out more about their Ulster Preshyterian ancestors. The same challenges that
faca thoze researching Iish ancestors in general alss apply to these Iooking specifically
for Presbyéerian forebears.
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1. AGHADOWEY, COUNTY LONDONDERRY
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7. BELFAST: MAY ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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s lstre
oty me nsanvive It is befleved tuak Presbyterians bagen o meet for worsaip on this
‘3te 50me: time hefore e ead of e 175 caniary. Designed by Reger Mahaland,
e presaat bafiding, with it disinctive ediptical plen, wes aected In 1723and Is
rest 168 plam Te
tazturs

9. BELFAST: SINCLAIR SEAMEN'S PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH
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*Sorme of our friends came
out of Ireland, and dwelt
in Stranraer; and at the
‘communions, twice in the
year, great numbers used
1o come — at one time five
hundred persons. At one time |
baptized twenty-eight children
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19. LONDONDEREY: FIRST DERRY PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH
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20. LONDONDERRY: MAGEE COLLEGE
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21. MONREAGH, COUNTY DONEGAL
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12. CARRICKFERGUS, COUNTY ANTRIM
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14. DUNMURRY, COUNTY ANTRIM
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*1 perceived the Lord welcomed me to that land. | behoved to stay a litfe,
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who waz the same in Ireland
REY. ROBERT BLAIR OF BANGOR, 1623

was tome in

* The large majosity of us here today look back to a Scottish ancesiry;
we cherizh the same faith and hold the same doctrines”

REY. DE HENRY MONTGOMERY,
MODERATOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ULSTER DAY 1912

“The stronghold of Ulster Protestantism has abways been the
Pld:ymrunchurdl, rooted in the Scottish Reformation and maintaining.
and continuous contact with Scotland. *

PROFESSOR T. W. MOODY, TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

*_._ the Preshyterian system was bom in opposition,
and its adherents have never been inclined to minimize
the sacrifices made for principle.”

DR A. T. Q. STEWART, QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY BELFAST

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONS
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SOLEMN LEAGUE & COVENANT

B2 5pring and earty sammer of 544 the Sokemn League aad Covenant was syaed 2t 76 locations
‘acrss Uister. 09 25 May 1844 2 report was seatin the Ganeral Rssemisly n Scottand that The
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The Soiema Lague and Covenant gave 2 strong sease of |deatity to Ulsiers Prestyberians and was
one of the tuncationa] eptsades In the EmerpeaCe of 3 distint Prectytznza densmination.
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PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS EJECTED
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CONGREGATIONS TODAY

‘Today Mere are over 500 congragaboms of the thres historic Presbyteniza desominations
‘the prowinca of Wistar with several dazen more I8 other parts of the siand.
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22. PEDEN MEMORIAL, COUNTY ANTRIM
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30. THE VOW, COUNTY ANTRIM
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