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Castle News

1994 was a good year for us at
Enniskillen Castle!

Two more Gulbenkian/Norwich Union awards,
visitor figures up by 37%, promising developments
in our education service and a rewarding response
from local people to all our exhibitions and events.

Enniskillen Castle gathered two awards
during 1994; the prizes were presented
by the minister for arts, culture and the
gaeltacht, Michael D. Higgins T.D. ata
ceremony in the Royal College of
Physicians of Ireland.

The citation for Enniskillen Castle’s Best
Visitor Care Award reads:

“From the moment you enter the building
it is obvious that someone has been
thinking about your every need and
comfort. Staff have special training for
dealing withthe hearing impaired. Guide
leaflets and display labels are in French,
German and English. The public areas
are welcoming, informaland impeccably
clean.

The welcome for children 1s immediate,
unobtrusive and consistent throughout
the museum. It has a special play area
with toys, drawing boards and jigsaws.
Small stools are available and, throughout
the exhibition, there are large signs at a
child’s eyelevel with a few key words on
them.

Plenty of sitting and reading space
encourages the visitor to linger. At the
end, a comments questionnaire and
invitation to join the Friends of the
Museum is offered. You can also take
away a well worded guideline on staff
for handling complaints. We doubt it is
ever needed.”

The judges made equally laudatory
comments about Fermanagh’s entry for
the Best Museum Education Project:

“A most impressive project with a
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developmental approach to education.
Thisis based onraising the consciousness
of teachers about the museum as an
educational resource and implementing
a plan to achieve this. This includes
working sessions with school principals,
conducted with an officer of the
Education Board. These sessions are
followed by in-service courses for
teachers.

The museum’s part-time Education
Officer has achieved much by training
the teachers and listening to their needs,
producing the best results for children.
The history co-ordinators in-service day
had 44 of the 53 primary schools in the
county participating so the strategy is
working.

The museum is particularly welcoming
for children and lays good emphasis on
the excellent educational experiences to
be had.

There was much competition in the
section and other entries were of very
high quality. Fermanagh wins the award
because of its innovative and intelligent
approachto working withteachers, using
very limited resources.”

Entries came from both north and south
of the border, and 19 entries were
shortlisted for 4 awards, with a total
prize fund of £6,500 presented to the
winners of the 4 categories. Last year,
Enniskillen Castle also won the award
for Best Museum Display.

Mr Rodney Connor, director of
environmental services, Fermanagh
District Council, is delighted with the
awards:

“Tt is good to see the efforts of the staff
at Enniskillen Castle being recognised in
the way. We are particularly pleased to
receive the Visitor Care award as we
attach great importance to looking after
our visitors properly. Of equal
importance is our educational work and
inthis area we are indebted to the Western
Education and Library Board and its
advisory staff for considerable help and
co-operation. The project whichwon the
award in the Education category is one
that we look forward to developing
further in the future as part of our
educational service.”

Helen Lanigan Wood, museum curator, receiving the awards from Mr Michael D Higgins,
minister for arts, culture and gaeltacht (Photograph courtesy of Impartial Reporter).
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Development Plan

In the early part of the year Robin Wade
and partners, who designed the new
Tower Museum in Derry, were
commissioned by Fermanagh District
Council to prepare a development plan
for Enniskillen Castle. The project was
generously supported by the Northern
Ireland Museums Council and was
designed to bring a fresh perspective on
ways of developing the entire complex
surrounding and including the old castle
keep. The resulting discussion document
was debated in November by those
concerned with the future of Enniskillen
Castle, - representatives of Fermanagh
District Council, the Historic Monuments
Branch of the Department of the
Environment, the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers Museum and of course the
consultant Robin Wade.

One of the proposals discussed was that
the Regimental Museum should move to
the barrack block now housing the
Welfare department of the Western
Health and Social Services when that
building became vacant. This would
enable the Inniskilling Fusiliers Museum
to extend its displays and to include
artefacts from the 5th Royal Inniskilling
Dragoons. It would also leave the castle
keep free for comprehensive displays
about its history, about the early history
of Enniskillen and about the foundation
of the town’s two famous regiments.

Robin Wade’s suggestion of restoring
the original castleated roof of the keep
did not meet with general approval and
the Historic Monuments Branch of the
Environment Service has recently
completed the restoration of the late 18th
century roof with the addition of a
chimney.

Further discussions about the castle are
planned, the ultimate aim being agreement
between all the interested parties about
an overall strategy for developing this
important site.

Work on therefurbishment of Enniskillen's castle
keep and barracks continuesunder the direction
of the Historic Monuments Branch of the
Environment Service. Thanks to European
JSunding within the Northern Ireland Single
Programme 1994-1999, Enniskillen Castle has
become one of several initiatives being taken by
the Environment Service to protect our historic
monuments and to improve their presentation to
the public
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Major GeorgeStephens, curator of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers Museum oversees the dismantling
and packing of the regimental collections prior to the refurbishment of the castle keep. When work
on the castle is completed, the regimental museum will be reinstated with newly designed displays.
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NORTHERN IRELAND

MUSEUMS
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Commenting on the new magazine
‘Museums Insight’, Lord O’Neill said:
‘Given recent trends, the future of our
many fine museums will lie in proactive
marketing. It is not enough to simply act
as treasure houses, preserving and
collecting the best of the past ... these
days museums must demonstrate that
they arealso lively and exciting places to
visit. We must take that message to the
public and ‘museums Insight’ is one way
of spreading the good word.’

Futher support from Northern
[reland Museums Council

During the last year Enniskillen Castle
has again benefited from grant-aid from
NIMC. A first-period Belleek parian

Working on the first edition
of a new bulletin recently
produced by the Northern
Ireland Museums Council
are Paddy McCormick,
creative dirvector of Future
Image (seated), Joanna
McVey from Enniskillen, a
board member of the N.IL
Museums Counciland Lord
O’Neill, the Council’s
chairman (Photograph
courtesy of Northern
Ireland Museums Council).

figure of a bather was purchased with
the help of a 50% grant of £1000.

A further grant of £4400 was received
for carrying out various improvements
to the permanent displays; for installing
an induction loop for the partially deafin
the audio-visual theatre; for purchasing
equipment such as a scanner to enable us
to produce in-house graphics and a fire-
proof safe to protect our computer discs.

Staff Training

Musuem staff have also benefited from
training courses organised and subsidised
by NIMC. These have included such
topics as forward planning,
environmental management, display
planning and marketing,

Winners of the photographic competition sponsored by Belmont phatographic service were,
from left: Nichola Robinson, first prize, Helen Catheart, third prize, Helen McDaniels, second
prize, with museum curator Helen Lanigan Wood who presented the prizes.
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Successful year at
Enniskillen Castle

1994 saw an impressive rise in
visitor figures at Enniskillen Castle,
with recorded numbers totalling
16,500, 37% increase on the 1993
numbers.

The castle enjoyed a busy summer season
with people coming fromall over Europe,
America and Australia as well as Ireland,
but the year had already begun well with
large groups of children investigating
the Dinosaur Roadshow exhibition. All
age groups were fascinated by the lifesize
models and original dinosaur bones which
were on display - they enjoyed all the
activities and worksheets and it was one
of our most successful exhibitions.

The autumn lecture series, part of
Fermanagh District Council’s Cultural
Traditions programme, was well
supported by local people. It began in
September with a talk on the life and
work of the writer Anne Crone given by
Mary Rogers, author of Prospect of
Fermanagh, Prospect of Tyrone and other
books oflocal interest. Mrs Rogers, who
knew Anne Crone, conveyed in a most
skilful way both an appreciation and a
critical analysis of Anne Crone’s work,
in particular the novel Bridie Steen, set
in the misty landscapes of Upper Lough
Eme.

The second lecture in the series was
“Around Lough Erne’s Shore:

Traditional Music of the North-West”

given by Nicholas Carolan, director of
the Irish Tradional Music Archive. In
the audience were musicians from
Fermanagh whose music already forms
part of this important music archive
housed in Dublin.

The final lecture of this series entitled
“Culture and Tradition in Modern

Ireland” was given by Richard English,

lecturer in politics at Queen’s University
Belfast.

Christmas at the Castle

This year, for the first time a Christmas
party was held here on 15th December

and combined festive cheer with a launch
of the exhibition of historic photographs
from the National Library.

The evening was very successful with
over 300 people enjoying the mulled
wine, mince pies and music provided by
St Michael’s College traditional music
group, and the Model Primary School
choir. It was an opportunity for many
local peopleto investigate our permanent
displays on Fermanagh, in addition to
doing Christmas shopping in the gift
shop - and many visitors returned on a
later date to get a closer look at the
photographs themselves!

The evening was sponsored by a kind
benefactor from Enniskillen who wishes
to remain anonymous. It encouraged
many people to visit the Castle for the
first time and it was such a successful
event that we are planning another
Christmas evening this year.

Media Coverage.
Several Radio Ulster programmes have
featured Enniskillen Castle on a number
of occasions during recent months, with
“Frankly Anne-Marie” focusing firstly
on our two Gulbenkian/Norwich Union
awards.

Alivebroadcast by
curator Helen
Lanigan Wood and
development
officer Emma
MacNeice in
December outlined
the recent efforts
In visitor care.

“Your Place and Mine”, a popular
Saturday moming programme, included
an interview with Janie Crone, museum
officer and local historian Breege
McCusker, and concentrated on the
Education Service at Enniskillen Castle
which won one of the Gulbenkian/
Norwich Union Awards. This
department of the castle has contributed
greatly to theincrease of visitor numbers,
and many teachers are now taking
advantage of the worksheets and hands-
on activities which are part of school
visits here.

Adrian Beattie, museum assistant, spoke
on the Friday morning Frankly Anne-
Marie programme about one of our most
recent exhibitions - “Pure Genius™.

The popular “Bon Voyage” travel
programme featured Enniskillen Castle
as an enjoyable family attraction for
visitors to Fermanagh, and Frank
Mitchell broadcast the UTV weather
forecast from outside the Watergate.
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