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Regimental displays renewed in the Castle Keep.
Photograph by Eustace Tierney

Keenan's model of the

the parish church.
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Model of Enniskilien Town

A large scale model of the town of Enniskillen
in 1833 can now be seen on the top floor of the
Castle Keep. The work of Belfast model maker
Brian Keenan, and commissioned by the
Environment and Heritage Service, it is based
on an unpublished Ordnance Survey map of
Enniskillen made in 1833. Enniskillen at that
time was a thriving garrison town with excellent
markets for agricultural produce. Many of the
buildings that existed in 1833 survived into the
days of photography and Brian Keenan has
made extensive use of early photographs to
recreate the key buildings of 19th century
Enniskillen. He has also been able to avail of
the museum’s archives to check out details’of
buildings which no longer exist. The large scale
of the model is impressive and teachers are
finding it to be a very useful educational aid.

RIGHT: Detail from Brian

town of Enniskillen in 1833
showing the area around

Computers & New Offices

A great many changes took place at Enniskillen Castle during
1995. Thanks to the renovation work carried out by the
Environment and Heritage Service, we now have new offices,
located within the arcaded barracks. As a result, staff now
have adequate space to carry out the administration work of
the museum and all the necessary activities such as cataloguing
and conservation of our collections.

Although the new offices are separted from the reception area
of the museum any difficulties resulting from this have been
largely overcome by the installation of a new computer
network, financed with the help of a 50% grant from the
Northern Ireland Museum Council. The network consists of
five computers all connected to one another, which means
that records and information can be easily accessed by all
staff. Our computer software has also been upgraded enabling
us to produce much of our own marketing material for
education programmes, exhibitions and special events.

Staff Training

Museum staff continue their efforts to improve their
knowledge and skills mainly through courses organised by
The Northern Ireland Museums Council. During the last
year museum staff attended courses on such topics as multi-
media in museums, care of collections, negotiating skills,
marketing and visitor care.

Museum Curator Helen Lanigan Wood was at the Triennial
Conference of the International Council of Museums last
July in Stavanger, Norway. The theme of the conference
was Museums and Communities and it was attended by
some 2,000 museum colleagues from all over the world.
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New figures in the vaults of the old Castle

The Historic Monuments branch of the Environment Service,
recently renamed as the Environment and Heritage Service
commissioned two new displays for the castle vaults last year
depicting life in the castle in the 15th and 17th centuries. These
include detailed, life-sized figures dressed in period costume,
cleaning their weapons, preparing for battle and surrounded
by all the equipment and foodstuffs that would have been stored

in the castle vaults. Sacks of food, flickering candles, piles of

armoury, huge barrels and even a cat and a rat all add to the
atmosphere, and give the visitor a real sense of what it was like
in the castle keep during these periods of history. They are
well worth investigating!

Model of Enniskillen Siege

Another addition to the displays in the Castle Keep is a model
showing the Maguire Castle under attack in the late 16th century.
Gordon Johnson spent several months working on this model
of the siege of Enniskillen Castle, and the result of his

painstaking work can be seen on the top floor of the Castle

Keep. The attention to detail which Gordon is renowned for
has brought to life this period of history in a way that will appeal
to all.
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ABOVE: New displays in the castle vaults depict
soldiers preparing their weapons during the 15th
century. Photograph by Eustace Tierney.

BELOW: A detail from Gordon Johnson's model of
the siege of Enniskillen Castle in 1594 showing a
Maguire soldier receiving treatment for wounds..




Traditional apple ducking games at
Hallowe 'en.

Successful Events at
Enniskillen Castle

The two special events held at Enniskillen
Castle at Hallowe’en and Christmas last year
were very well supported by our local
community. Almost four hundred children
and parents prepared themselves for the
ghastly ghosts and scary spooks at our first

The wicked witch (alias Tierna Malone) and Sophie
Brown at the Hallowe 'en even.

Pictured at the Halloween event at Enniskillen Castle were, from left, Ciara Balfour,
Emma Moore, development officer (alias Morticia), Kirsty Burrell, Olwia Kane and
Claire Maguire.

Hallowe’en party on October 28th, with only the truly brave
enduring chilling stories in the dimly lit barracks! We
would like to record our thanks to the staff of Enniskillen
Library for all their help with the story telling. The face
painting was a tremendous success, although some had to
have another go after washing it off in the apple ducking.
Many are still talking about the green-haired witch who
was spotted fleetingly in the kitchen room-set, and rumour
has it that she may return this year - but who knows where?

Mulled wine, mince pies, Christmas carols and traditional
Irish music provided the perfect atmosphere for a popular
social evening, now set to become an annual event thanks
to the overwhelming success of the last two years. Almost
three hundred and fifty people enjoyed the festive cheer at
Enniskillen Castle on Thursday 14th December, and it
offered the ideal opportunity for those who had not yet
explored the current exhibitions to have a browse and to
sample some festive refreshments.

7 N

. Voluntéer_s Wanted'

We hope that some of you will volunteer to help
~ us at these two events. Among the vacancies
is one for a face-painter and another for a witch!
Please get in touch if you would like to be part

k of our tegm, //
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Staff Changes At Enniskillen
Castle

Bronagh Cleary replaces Elizabeth Crooke as
development officer, Elizabeth having left to take
up a three-year scholarship to work for a Phd degree
in Cambridge University. Bronagh, a native of
Belleek, holds an honours degree in Geography from
Queen’s University in Belfast and her interests
include history, environmental issues and reading.
Her main museum responsibilities are the care of
collections including preventive conservation in
addition to researching and organising education
programmes and exhibitions.

Our new administrative assistant is Darren Crawford,
a native of Lisnaskea. Before taking up his post at
Enniskillen Castle, Darren gained administrative and
retailing experience in Belfast and London working
for Stewarts supermarkets and for Marks and
Spencer. Darren enjoys reading and his particular
interest in computers has turned out to be quite an
asset to us in the museum.

Neil Armstrong of Lisnarick, is our new information
assistant. Educated at Portora Royal School, Neil
spent almost two years in temporary employment at
Enniskillen Castle and has also worked with the
Environment Service at Castle Archdale. He recently
returned to Fermanagh after spending three months
working in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His sporting
interests include soccer, golf and tennis; he also
enjoys drawing and painting, talents which are being
put to good use in the museum.

e
s
ww.%q&:

e
S
e
s :

it

Mys Ingrid Wilson and pupils from Enniskillen Model School
singing carols at Enniskillen Castle. Photograph courtesy of The
Impartial Reporter.

Members of St. Michael s College band providing entertainment
during the Christmas event at Enniskillen Castle. Photograph
courtesy of the Impartial Reporter.

New Curator For Royal
Inniskilling Fusilers Museum

Hugh Forrester, the new curator of the Regimental
Museum, replaces Major George Stephens who
retired last year. Originally from Scotland, Hugh is
a history graduate from Edinburgh University and
also holds a post-graduate diploma in archive
administration. After working as an archivist in
Lancashire, Staffordshire and Cumbria Record
Offices he moved to Northern Ireland in 1989 and
worked with the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum.
There he had the distinction of being the last curator
of the original transport museum at Witham Street
in Belfast. His previous post was as director ot the
Somme Heritage Centre at Newtownards.

Hugh, who took up his new position in July, is looking
forward to working at the castle and 1s in many ways
coming home, as his great-grandfather was born in
Enniskillen.
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