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Life-time learning is one of the new
buzz words these days and itis a
concept that is as important for
museum staff as it is for our visitors.

o while we are encouraging our public,
oung and old to look to the museum for

stimulation and education, behind the scenes
the staff are doing their best to keep up with
the rapid changes in the museum world today.

hanks to an important Disttict Council
initiative, all staff have now received
computer training at the Fermanagh Star
Centre and we are now so computer literate
that we wonder how we ever managed without
all our new powerful machines!

wo of our staff make long journeys every

week to increase their knowledge and
expertise. Adrian Beattie, museum assistant
and one of our longest serving staff members,
is embarked on a Certificate course in
Museums Studies at Queen’s University Extra
Mural Department while development officer
Bronagh Cleary has almost completed a
Cultural Management Training Programme at
the University of Ulster. The latter was set up
with the help of EU funding by the Northern
Ireland Museums Council, the Arts Council of
Northern Ireland and the National Trust and
provides a high level of training for those
wortking in the arts and museums. Perhaps the
most attractive aspect of the course is the
week-long trip to study the museums and art
galleties of Amsterdam!

Information assistant, Neil Armstrong is
studying closer to home at Fermanagh
College where he has just completed 2 BTec
HNC in Business and Finance and has now
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embarked on a degree course in Business
Studies.

dministrative Assistant, Fiona Cathcartis
so studying at Fermanagh College
where she is in her second year of a BTec
HNC coutse in Travel and Tourism

Management.

he Northern Ireland Museums Council

continues to provide training courses,
mainly day courses, specifically geared to
recent developments in museum work
During the year the museum curator, Helen
Lanigan Wood, has been learning about
managing museum education, ptreparing a
disaster plan, training staff, and using the
Internet. She has also undertaken a course on
Collections Management Planning in
preparation for implementing the higher
standards being demanded by the Museums
and Galleries Commission of London in order
for our museum to continue to hold
‘registered’ status. We expect to meet the
challenges ahead; indeed without this status
our access to grants and other funding would
be extremely limited.

he museum also provides training

opportunities and Brendan Fitzpatrick of
Enniskillen has just spent seven months at the
museum while working to achieve an NVQ
level 3 qualification in administration.

Enjoying the benefits

of computers

here is no doubt that our new powerful

computers along with the latest software
programmmes improve our efficiency quite
considerably. All staff have access to
computers and nearly all our printed material -
for exhibitions, marketing, education
programmes - is produced “in house”,
enabling us to make substantial savings in this
atea. Another advantage of our improved
computer network is the ease of retrieving
information which means we can respond
more quickly to your enquiries and undertake
researches more efficiently.
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Hallowe'en Parties

at Enniskillen Castle.., &=,

The successful ghostly goings on
at the 1996 Hallowe’en party
were followed by an equally
successful event in 1997. Large

Magic Show as well as an
assortment of entertainers
including a clown, a magician, a

Productions spotted dalmatian and of course

who thrilled anumber of witches. Marion
everyonewith | McLoughlin and Janet O"Neill
his daring antics | enthralled their young audiences
onunicycleand | with engrossing story-telling and

we would like to thank them
warmly for all their help. We
would also like to thank all those
who helped with face-painting
and decorating the museum.

dangerous

fire. This year

there was a

numbers attended, over 600 each e
year, and nearly all the children i
wore fancy dress. The star of
the show last year was Jim
Webster from Streetwise

Children enjoying the Magic Show at
Enniskillen Castle during Hallowe'en
Havoc.

Lots of concentration was needed
for the apple games at our
Hallowe'en Party.

hristmas at the Castle

The 1996 Christmas season got off to
a cheerful start with the traditional
festivities at Enniskillen Castle.

Over 300 local people packed the Heritage Centre
and enjoyed carols sung by the pupils of Jones
Memorial Primary School, traditional music played
by St Michael’s College band and alively Mummers
play enacted by pupils of St Mary’s Secondary
School in Brollagh. There was mulled wine and
mince pies, as well as cheese kindly supplied by
Fermanagh Creameries of Lisnaskea.

The well stocked gift and book shop proved to be
a popular place for Christmas shopping with many
people taking advantage of a chance to pick up
some unusual stocking fillers.

Younger visitors enjoyed making Christmas
decorations, guided by education officer Jill
Mulligan. The result enough Santas, snowmen and
stars to cover numerous Christmas trees! The
children also produced their own Christmas cards
and by the end of the evening emerged justifiably
proud of their artistic endeavors.
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Museums Week is a
national campaign
designed to focus attention
on the work of museums and
on the valuable resources to
be found in our museums.
The event was widely
publicised in the local press
and also featured on Radio
Ulster.

Mystery objects
Competition

Museums week also saw the
launch of a mystery object
competition at the museum
with a section for adults and
children. L Hall Bookshops in
Enniskillen kindly sponsored
the prizes and many strange
suggestions were put
forward for the winning
entry!

thlnd

Enniskillen Castle was
happy to participate in
Museums Week, and for the
first time in its twenty year
history offered behind-the-
scenes tours for the general
public. These tours were of
particular interest to those
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Emma Moore,
development officer,
promoting our educational
work at the Visitors
Attractions Fair in

Belfast.

Ussifor |
Attractions
Sair 1996

This year the Visitor Attractions
Fair was held in Belfast and
Glasgow. As always, it drew a
large crowd from a wide variety
of groups, schools, travel
operators and journalists.

Enniskillen Castle was
represented in Belfast by Emma
Moore - suitably attired in
costume to demonstrate one of
our education programmes -

wash day in the 1930s. Much
interest was shown by the
public, especially by those who
reminisced about the times
when they used a wash board
and mangle!!

The Belfast event was held at
the Culloden hotel, and it
provided an opportunity for the
public to find out about the
many attractions for visitors
throughout Northern Ireland.

the
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students
considering their
future careers.
Staff demonstrated
the variety of work
undertaken in museums and
provided information about
the qualifications needed for
such work. Education
Officer Jill Mulligan
described how education
programmes were planned
and updated. Museum
curator Helen Lanigan Wood
spoke about herrole as

manager while
development officer
Bronagh Cleary
demonstrated how the
museum collection was
recorded. Museum assistant
Adrian Beattie provided a
practical demonstration of
how he conserves museum
artefacts while Hugh
Forrester, curator of the
Regimental Museum,
showed how to carry out
research in the museum's
extensive library.
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Another enjoyable
coach trip...

For many of our Friends of the Museum who
came on the bus trip to Carlingford, this was a
first time to visit this beautiful part of Louth.

PI‘he remarkably well
preserved medieval town
nestles comfortably beside
Carlingford Lough at the foot
of the Cooley mountains and
even on a dull July day
managed to look most
attractive. Catriona Murphy of
the Carlingford Lough Heritage
Trust provided an excellent
introduction to the history of
the town before guiding us on
foot to see the Norman Castle,

the Dominican Priory, the town
walls and two fine medieval
Tower Houses.

The Carlingford Trust is a local
community venture
responsible for the Heritage
Centre housed in the former
Church of Ireland Trinity
Church - a most admirable
organisation that has already
achieved many of its aims of
revitalising this small town.

“Workhouses

e North (Dest”’

This publication edited by Jack Johnston was
produced for the People’s History programme of
the WEA to mark the 150th anniversary of the
famine. Local people such as Gabriel Murphy,
Frank Rogers and John Cunningham were among
the contributors. Other contributors were
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Among its future plans is one
to restore Taaffe’s Castle and
we wish them every success in
this ambitious project.

Our visit coincided with the
annual Oyster Festival with
free oyster tasting on offer, but
we left all that behind us to
head for Dundalk County
Museum where we were most
hospitably received. Here the
appeal was not only in the fine
exhibition tracing the
development of industry in
Louth from 1750 to the
present day but also in the
beautifully restored 18™
century warehouse which
houses the museum.

A date for
your diary

Next year our bus trip will be
on Saturday 13 June. We will
be visiting the excellent new
Cavan County Museum at
Ballyjamesduff as well as the

working mill in Cavan town.

Pictured at Enniskillen Castle for the launch of the
book “Workhouses of the Northwest" are (from left)
Mr Eamonn Gunn, Dublin: Mr Gabriel Murphy,
Enniskillen; My Jack Johnston, Editor; Dr Michael
Gould of Queen’s University, Belfast who launched
the book: Mr Paul Nolan, Director, WEA; Mr
Anthony Begley, Ballyshannon; Mr Killian Rogers,
Dromore West, County Sligo.

{Courtesy of The Impartial Reporter)

history groups from Ballyshannon,
Manorhamilton, Bawnboy, Strabane, Roslea,
Magherafelt, Stewartstown and Cookstown. The
book tells the story of the workhouses during
famine times and also describes how some of the
buildings are used today.




































