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Fermanagh County Museum -
Winner of 1998 Gulbenkian/Heritage Council
Award for Best Smaller Museum.
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his has been a year of
I change and growth for
Enniskillen Castle in many
respects and we have ended the
year on a high note, winning the
Gulbenkian/Heritage Council
award for Best Smaller Museum
in Ireland for the second time.

The Museum has continued to
work to high standards in
traditional areas of collection
management, documentation and
research. We have also increased
access and outreach by hosting a
living history event on the May
Day Bank Holiday in conjunction
with the Environmental and

Yoo .

Heritage Service,
holding a
workshop for
visiting
Chernobyl

Museum Science
Bus and facilitating an adult
education evening entitled Stop,

Look & Listen. This latter event |

The Museum aims
to have a flexible
and responsive
approach to

educational provision

was in conjunction with the
nation-wide Campaign for
Learning. The Museum also
took part in other nation wide
events such as Museums Week
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children, hosting 1: ’ ! ' , '
the Ulster

and Gallery Week. Gallery Week
was a particularly successful
venture. The aim of this week
was to encourage children to
engage in the visual arts and
during it the exhibition of
Kathleen Bridle paintings acted
as a spring board for children to
explore water colour techniques.

Caring for our collections must
always be carefully balanced with
the need to provide access. A
Collection Management Plan
(1998-2001) was drawn up
which will take the Museum into
the next century. It addresses all
relevant issues ranging from
documentation, storage,
conservation and environmental
controls to planning for potential
disasters and risk management.

Another undertaking was a re-
assessment of our existing
education programme and
education handling collection.
The Museum aims to have a
flexible and responsive approach
to educational provision both for
school groups and other users.

- To this end new programmes are

currently being developed which

| explore Fermanagh’s natural
‘environment and interpret

Enniskillen Castle as built
evidence of the past.

Adult education has been served
by various means including a
Friends of the Museum trip to

Co. Cavan, two art classes by Dr.
Denise Ferran and various public
lectures including one by Dr.
Carole Durix on the subject of
her aunt, Kathleen Bridle.

Caring for our
collections must always
be carefully balanced
with the need
to provide access
As always this year saw a range

of special exhibitions - New
Sculpture, a review of the recent

work of local sculpture Anthony
Scott and Transformations by

- photographer Anne Cassidy.

The exhibition programme was
continued with Early
Christianity in Ireland, which
explored the material and cultural
evidence of this important period
in Ireland’s history. Kathleen
Bridle: Watercolourist and
Landscape Painter (1897-1989),
was a timely and important
retrospective exhibition of her
work which was accompanied by
the book, The Life and Art of
Kathleen Bridle.

. September opened with Shay
" Nethercott’s Fermanagh: An

Exhibition of Photographs which
allowed another important
review of a life’s work. The
year’s programme ended well
with the Ulster Museum’s

touring exhibition Up In Arms.
This was launched with a lecture
by Dr. Allan Blackstock, Institute
of Irish Studies, QUB on
Yeomen and United Irishmen in

Fermanagh, and traditional music

played on an Irish harp by harpist
Paul Dooley from Co. Clare.Q




NEW FACES

AT THE MUSEUM

Enniskillen Castle
welcomes a new
Part Time
Education Officer

Kellie Pollock (pictured
right), originally from
New Zealand but now
residing in Fermanagh
took up her post at the
Castle in early
September. She has a
degree in Environmental
Science, majoring in
geology, and was
formerly involved with
education provision at
Florencecourt House.
Kellie has a particular
interest in creating
hands-on activities as

- part of the educational

experience at the
Museum in addition to
developing new
education modules. She
replaces Jill Mulligan
who left to concentrate
on her art and interior
design work and whom
we wish well in her new
career.(d

Staff Achievements

Members of staff at the Museum have
been successful in gaining various
qualifications in the last year.

evelopment Officer

Jayne Olphert
gained a Postgraduate
Diploma and Masters
from Leicester
University in Museum
Studies; fellow
Development Officer,
Bronagh Cleary
achieved a Postgraduate
Diploma in Cultural
Management from the
University of Ulster
(Jordanstown);
Administrator, Fiona
Cathcart passed an
HNC with distinction in
Travel and Tourism
Management from

Fermanagh College and
Museum Assistant
Adrian Beattie was
successful in gaining a
Certificate in Museum
Studies with a
commendation from
Queen’s University,
Belfast.

These qualifications
have enhanced the skill
base and theoretical
knowledge within the
Museum of good,
modern museum
management, visitor and
collection care.(d

CLOGHER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Women’s Oral History Project

Enniskillen Castle is delighted to be associated
with Clogher Historical Society women’s oral
history project. Project researcher, Joan Duffy is
based at the Museum and has the use of Museum
facilities. This projectis managed by Museum
Development Officer, Bronagh Cleary and a panel
of Clogher Historical Society members; it is
funded by Fermanagh District Partnership.
Recordings and transcriptions will be available to
researchers at
Enniskillen Castle
and the Ulster Folk
and Transport
Museum, Cultra, and
will also be the basis
for an exhibition in
1999 on the lives of
Fermanagh women.

Reseacher for the
Women'’s Oral History
Praoject, Joan Duffy.

Te mpo ra ry Fitzpatrick did a splendid
Documentation joband good inroads were
ASSiStant made in terms of
upgrading documentation
For a four week periodin ~ on the paper collections

and identifying material
that required some
remedial conservation. He
also carried out some
preventive conservation

August - September 1998
the Museum with grant
aid from the Northern
Ireland Museums Council
employed a temporary
documentation assistant to
tackle a back log in the
paper archives. Brendan

making made-to-measure
melinex sleeves to store
valuable artefacts.(]

Members of Museum staff who gained new
qualifications in 1998, from left to right: Adrian Beattie,
Fiona Cathcart, Jayne Olphert, Bronagh Cleary.
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he Fermanagh

County Museum at
Enniskillen Castle has just
won the 1998 Gulbenkian/
Heritage Council Award
for Best Smaller Museum.
The award, presented by
President Mary McAleese
at a ceremony in Dublin
Castle was received by the
chairman of Fermanagh
District Council, Mr.
Patrick McCaffrey and the
museum curator Helen
Lanigan Wood. As well
as a certificate, there was
a prize of £2,500.

The award was made for
achievement in display
and for good
communication. The
judges felt that Fermanagh

ANOTHER

GULBENKIAN
AWARD -

FERMANAGH COUNTY MUSEUM

County Museum is an
excellent example of what
a local museum should be.
‘The displays are excellent
with adequate spacing and
lighting and good
explanatory labelling.
There is an overall
coherence in the
permanent exhibition
which provides a
remarkable comprehensive
picture of Co. Fermanagh
through the ages’.

Commenting on the

award, museum curator
Helen Lanigan Wood said
that she was particularly
pleased about the
complimentary remarks
made by the judges about
their welcome at the
museum. Visiting the
museum anonymously
accompanied by children,
they were met ‘by helpful
and enthusiastic staff and
the attention of young
visitors was held
throughout the visit’

The Gulbenkian/Heritage

Award for Best Larger
Museum was won by
another museum in
Northern Ireland, the
Ulster American Folk
Park. These awards
which are open to all
museums and galleries
throughout Ireland have
been running for six years.
This is the second time
that Fermanagh County
Museum has won the
award for museums with a
budget of less that
£500,000; it has also won
two other Gulbenkian
awards, one for Best
Customer Care, another
for Best Education
Project.Q

......................................................................................................

n May Day Bank

Holiday, Enniskillen
Castle hosted a living
history event organised

" and funded by the

Environment and Heritage
Service.
For the event visitors were
asked to let their
imaginations take them
back to the late 16th
Century when in the year
1594 the Castle was
besieged by English
forces.

The re-enactment group
Clanvisions, displayed the
skills of sword fighting,
pike drills, musket firing
and archery within the
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iving (Histor\z

at. the

(astle

Castle walls.
Minstrels playing
replica medieval
instruments entertained
visitors with their
authentic airs

and tunes.

Prior to the
event the
re-enactors
paraded
through
Enniskillen.
They were

Joy Synton on
horseback and
dressed as a
16th Century
Irish warrior.
This gave the
event that

Visitors Cameron and Hilary Robinson with a musketeer from
Clanvisions during the 16th century living history event on the
May bank holiday. Photograph courtesy of The Impart ial Reporter.

joined by Mrs.

ctan@visions

special extra touch for
which the Museum is very
grateful, as she gave freely
of her time. Outside the
walls a medieval style
cooking site was recreated
and the sight of a family
eating around an open fire
attracted visitors to the
Museum. In all, over 400
visitors attended during
the day. The lucky winner
ofthe day’s
visitor
survey
prize draw
came from
Randlestown
in County
Antrim.Q




INTERNET
WORLD
WIDE

Our main aim in 1999 is to
establish ourselves firmly on the
Internet. The Museum will be
included not only in Fermanagh
District Council’s website but
also on a website produced by a
group called Artspark
Consortium which promotes arts
and museum organisations
throughout Northern Ireland.

Artspark Consortium was funded
by Co-Operation North (now
Co-Operation Ireland) with a
view to helping groups such as
ourselves to create public access
to all aspects of arts and culture.
Artspark has enabled groups to
publish and manage their own
web site. They facilitated us by
training members of Fermanagh
County Museum’s staff in web
design as well as supplying us
with the equipment and software
we need to do this. We hope to
have our site fully developed by
early 1999.

Another major development for
the museum will be the
installation of software at our
off-site stores to monitor the
condition of the museum
collections. We will be able to
access equipment in these outside
stores from our offices in the
Museum. This means that we
can check on the temperature
and humidity on these stores at
any time of the day and if
problems arise we can set
equipment to work to rectify
them.Q

February 5th - Way 3lot 1999

Vikings and Viking Ships exhibition

Vhansday 29 Awil. Spon.
Dr. Patrick Wallace,
Director, National Museum

of Ireland.
[lustrated lecture on Everyday Life in Viking Dublin.

Hanet (224, 15t4, 624, 1524 1999
Science, Engineering and Technology Week (SET 99)

setec”

exploring science
engineering
and technology

*Anational celebration coordinated
by the British Association

Way 15t - 232 1999

Museums Week

Gusee lith - Augast 300 1999
Crafted by Candlelight:
Home Industries in Ulster 100 Years Ago.

uly 152 - 25¢h 1999
Gallery Week

September Zud - October ldth 1999
UTYV Art exhibition - 20th Century Paintings from
the Collections of Ulster Television.

September Gtk 1999

Campaign for Learning
Stop, Look and Listen ‘99

. 7 CAMPAIGN
FOR LEARNING

Octoben 2924 1999 - fanuary 19tk 2000

Memorable Women of Fermanagh: Past and Present.
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