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Now on the threshold of a new millennium the

‘ Muscum‘ 1s looking forward to
grasping the opportumtics and mczting

the chaucngzs which lic ahead.

This has been a
memorable year for the

Museum in many ways, not
least that we welcomed in the
New Year with a Gulbenkian
Award for the best smaller
museum in Ireland (awarded
December 1998). Following
on the wake of this
prestigious endorsement of
the Museum and its staff was
a very full programme of
exhibitions, events and
projects.

We have improved and
enhanced our education
service with the highly
successful modules “Eirik
Comes to Ireland” and “Eirik's
Voyage of Discovery” for key
stage two, both of which were
based on the “Vikings and
Viking Ships” exhibition. The
latter module was made
possible through a grant of
almost £1,500 by COPUS to
promote Science, Engineering
and Technology Week (SET
‘9). For older pupils this
facilitated a trip to
the Harland and
Wolff Shipyard in
Belfast.

The Museum has

contributed to life
long learning in a host of
ways too, from.a lecture in
April on everyday life in Viking
Dublin by a Dublin City
archaeologist to a master
class in line drawing given by
artist in residence Philip
Flanagan. His residency was

- afirst for the Museum and he
- made excellent use of the
education room in the former
- Barrack Store as his studio.

© As part of the Blind and

- Visually Impaired Festival in

© May we provided a handling
- session entitled “Getting In

- Touch With The Past". This
has encouraged other groups
- to use the Museum in a

" similar way.

Exhibitions have always been
- central to the role that the
Museum plays and this year

- has proved no exception with
© "Vikings and Viking Ships”

- bringing together selections of
- Viking material from Armagh
County Museum, the Ulster

- Museum, Belfast and the
 National Museum, Dublin.

- Following this our “Crafted by
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© The Museum retains strong

- ties with local history groups
and has facilitated throughout
- the year a range of enquiries
- and requests. In addition

- Fermanagh County Museum
has contributed information to
: a women’s history project
carried out by the Modern

- History Department, Queen's
- University. A publication and
- CD-Rom of sources relating

* to women in Ireland has
recently been produced as the
- fruits of their venture. We are
also currently involved with

-~ the BBC in their History 2000
- project which aims to make

~ history accessible to all and

- we are a listed site for the

. BBC’s “Time Team Club" for
the popular archaeology

© programme.

free lectures to schools and
the public, given by Mr
Snoddy.

Important accessions were
made during the last 12
months including two copper

" repousse jugs made at

- Fivemiletown

© (FCM_1999_027/028) a silver
- model of a Fermanagh cot

© (FCM_1999_066) created by
- Bridget McBrien Linkie and a
© mummer’s outfit made by

- local man Patrick Murphy

~ (FCM_1999_065). Al these
- acquisitions were 50% grant
. aided by Northen Ireland

Museums Council (NIMC).
The Museum continued to
work hard to conserve and

YEAR

1998-1999

- Candlelight" exhibition put on
- show for the first time the

- work of two important craft
 industries in this area at the

- turn of the last century -

~ woodcarving from Donegal

- and art metalwork from

Fivemiletown. The quality of

- craftsmanship surprised and

- delighted the many visitors to
- the exhibition, most of whom
- had known nothing of the

existence of these early craft

: industries. In addition we
 have hosted an exhibition of

- art by Irish artists on tour from
© Ulster Television selected by

- their art advisor, Theo

© Snoddy. This exhibition was
~ supported by a programme of

- document items in its care,
the task made easier with the
- new laptop computer

- purchased with the prize

- money from the Gulbenkian

* Foundation award.

- Now on the threshold of a
new millennium, our hard-

- working team here in the

© Museum is looking forward to
- grasping the opportunities and
meeting the challenges which
- lie ahead.
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Museum Curator



Europe under the direction of Mrs Carmel Treacy. Members of
Enniskillen Choral Society also were in a jocular mood and sang
seasonal favourites with spirited musical accompaniment.

As ever the childrens’ workshop proved popular and Liz Weir, the

widely respected storyteller spun wonderful tales for all ages.

There was plenty of mid-winter traditional fare to warm the
cockles of all our visitors’ hearts!

{above/

Leaming about raditional straw
making skills from
Augherakilymauvde Mummer.
Pholo courtesy of

John MeVitty.

}

Drawing courtesy of H. Glassie.

tertestiorties

We welcomed the public to come along and beat the winter blues by joining in a special seasonal event on the evening of Thursday
10" December 1998. The programme included a performance by Aughakillymaude Mummers and demonstrations of straw hat making.
This local Mumming tradition is still as popular as ever, attracting a large crowd which packed the education room fo the seams.

St. Theresa's Primary Scheol choir made a lovely contribution to the evening by their rendition, in costume, of the nursery rhymes of

Launch of New Education
Room & Model of Enniskillen

An evening reception was
held on Thursday 28" January
1999 to celebrate recent
additions to the Museum site.
A few months previously the
Environment and Heritage
Service (EHS) completed a
sympathetic restoration of the
former barrack store and
generously gave the room
over to the Museum. In
addition the room has been
fitted out with custom made
furniture and display cases
designed by Roy Service, of
the Ulster Museum and grant
aided by the Northern Ireland
Museums Council (NIMC).

The room is now used for a
range of activities including
education programmes and

public lectures, workshops,
exhibitions, special events.

The Museum also celebrated
the completion of a model of
Enniskillen commissioned by
the Environment and Heritage
Service which is situated on
the top floor of the Castle
Keep. This model shows the
town ¢.1835 based on an
unpublished map of 1833 and
old 19 and 20" century
photographs. With the use of
a fibre optic lighting system,
key buildings in the model
town can be located by the
visitor. Keenan Model
Makers, Belfast were
responsible for creating this
model.
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MICROPHONES

Ahmountain of memories
ave been recorded on

tape by Joan Duffy,

a future date.

Reconciliation.Q

and

An Oral History Research Project

researcher of the Clogher Historical Society's
Women's Oral History Project. She has fravelled the length and breadth of the county collecting
stories and reminiscences about Fermanagh in the past.

The women interviewed as part of this project vary in age from their 70s to 101. Joan has
collected oral testimony from a very interesting range of people, who convey a great deal of
information about the different social, cultural and religious customs found in Fermanagh.

At present we are endeavouring to get the tapes franscribed so that they can be available for
research and education programmes. An exhibition relating to this project will alsa be arranged at

This project is managed by a panel of Clogher Historical Society members and guided by Museum
Development Officer, Bronagh Cleary. Itis funded by Fermanagh District Council and the
Fermanagh District Partnership under the Special Support Programme for Peace and

As the name suggests this
event “Getfing in Touch -

- fashioned shaving kit and

with the Past" allowed
participants to have a *hands
on” experience at the

collection of artefacts. These
items including an old

irons brought back more than

- a few memories!

Both these sessions were
taped for the

along to a handling session

- with members of the Museum
staff. A morning or afternoon
- spent in this way is an ideal
and pleasant way of making a
- direct connection with our
shared heritage. Please

~ telephone 028 66 325000 to

make a booking.

“Getting in touch with the
past’ was supported by

To‘itbeast

Museum. It took place on

the afternoon of Saturday 15%
May 1999 and was Organised
by Museum Development
Officer Jayne Qlphert and
Education Officer, Kellie
Beacom as part of the Blind
and Visually Impaired Festival
of 1999. The event centred
around the Vikings and Viking
Ships exhibition and the
handling session involved
Viking replica artefacts and

costume. After a break for tea
. increase access and
enjoyment for all its users.
- Any group is welcome to
make a booking and come

and scones the participants
enjoyed a second handling
session with items from our
“Life in the Recent Past”

Fermanagh Talking

- Newspaper.
- The Museum repeated this
- event on the morning of

Tuesday 29" July when a

- group of 8- 11 year olds from
the Royal National Institute

. for the Blind, Belfast also
enjoyed a handling session

~ based on the Viking replica
artefacts.

Enniskillen Castle aims to

advice and staff training from
the Blind Centre in Belfast
and Sperrin Lakeland Trust,
Valuable assistance was also

Best

Value
Focus Group

On 12th March 1999 a
focus group meeting
was held to discuss the
service that the Museum
provides to the local
community. Members of
the public were selected
representing a wide
range of users. This
venture was initiated
under a local
government review
called “Best Value”. All
issues raised at this first
meeting in March were
assessed and resulting
progress discussed at a
second meeting of the
group held in November.

- generously provided by

~ MrEugene Kelly and others
- who are invalved with the

- Fermanagh Talking
Newspaper in Fermanagh.Q

Below: Participants during ‘Getting in fouch
with the Past' handling session at
Enniskillen Castle.




Patrons, officers and committee
members elected at the inaugural
meeting of the Association of
Friends of Fermanagh County
Museum on 28 February 1999.

Patrons

The Earl of Belmore

Mr. Gerry Burns (co-opted March 1999)

Most Reverend Joseph Duffy, Bishop of Clogher
Miss Joan Trimble

Officers

Chairperson - Mr Peter Duffy
Vice Chairperson - Miss Joan Hill
Secretary - Mrs Jean Agnew
Treasurer - Mr Sam Robinson

Committee Members
Mr Michael Clarke

Mrs Bernadette Layden

Mr Joe O’Loughlin

Ms Julia Switzer

Mr Gordon Johnson

Ms Mary Herbert

Ex-officio Members

Mrs Helen Lanigan Wood, Museum Curator and
designated staff member of Fermanagh County
Museum.

From 26 - 30 July the Museum became a hive of activity during
an event aimed at 7 - 11 year olds entitied “Seeing Out Loud".
This was part of an nation wide initiative to raise children’s
awareness of the visual arts in museums and galleries. This was
the second year that Enniskillen Castle has taken part. Last
year's workshops centred around the work of Kathleen Bridle.
For Gallery Week 1999 children were entertained by a puppet
show relating a fairy story “The Sorcerer’s Box" based on the fine

A Study Trip To

orway

Museum curator, Helen Lanigan Wood was one of six curators
from local and regional museums in Northern Ireland who were
invited to western Norway in May for a study trip grant - aided by
the Northern Ireland Museums Council. The host was Dr. Roy
Hoibo, director of Ryfylkemuseet in northern Rogoland who
organised an intensive five day programme of museum visits
starting with the national museums in Stavanger and taking in
some of the rural museums of Jaeren to the south before
heading for the beautiful fiord lands of Ryfylke.

There were ample opportunities to meet with professional staff
and discuss common concerns. The group also enjoyed the
hospitality of the Mayor and local council in the town of Sand and
the chance to meet members of the local museum's
management board. With every detail superbly organised, even
the lovely spring weather, it was by all accounts a most
stimulating and worthwhile experience for all concerned. Among
the unforgettable elements were boat journeys through the fiords,
old farmsteads preserved as museums in their natural habitats,
wonderful English spoken by every Norwegian and adventurous
breakfasts of smoked salmon, prawns and reindeer meat!

Below: Museum curators in Norway,

(from left) Dr. Susan Mannion, Craigavon Museum Sevices, Dr Roy Hoibo, director of
Ryfylkemusee, lan Wilson, North Down Heritage Centre, Lesley Simpson, Down County
Museurm, Helen Lanigan Wood, Fermanagh County Museum, Brian Mackey, Lisburm Museum
and Gaute Berge Nilsen, depuly director of Ryfykemuseel.

The photograph was taken by Dr Brian Tumer, director of Down Counly Museurm who liaised
wilth Or Hoibo in arganising the visit

Sligo embroidery panels on loan from the National Museum of
Ireland for the Crafted by Candlelight exhibition and also on the
Maguires of Enniskillen Castle. Participating children then
created a dragon mask and this was followed by a treasure hunt
with clues, both inspired by the story.Cd
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