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Another Gulbenkian/Heritage Council Award for Fermanagh County Museum
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Last year Fermanagh
County Museum won a
commendation award and
cheque for £400 for Best
Education Project. The prize
was given in
acknowledgement of the
excellent use of its ‘slim
resources’ in providing an
excellent and innovative
education service.

Award winning staff at Fermanagh County Museum.
development officer, Joe Sheerin, Kellie Beacom, education officer, Bridget Dolan,
administrative assistant, Helen Lanigan Wood, museum curator, Trevor Vance, development

From left, Bronagh Cleary,

officer and Karen Bowes-Ryan, information assistant. Photograph by John Deering.

In 2000 Fermanagh County Museum won
the top award for Best Education Project
and received a cheque for £2,500. (See
cover photograph)

The Museum faced tough competition for
this award including entries from three
national institutions in Dublin. In making
the award to Fermanagh County Museum
the judges commented ‘This is a museum
which reaches out to all members of the
community to welcome them and help them

appreciate their community heritage. The
Education Officer at this museum is working
part-time and producing a remarkable
output. Four projects were delivered during
the year. The four projects included ‘Earth
Bound’, a science programme for primary
schools which used role play effectively to
introduce environmental studies to seven
hundred pupils. The education room at the
museum was transformed into a space ship
for six months. A ‘Science for Toddlers’

version of this was produced for one
hundred toddlers.’
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Wiillennium Sculpture

Celebrating the completion of Philip Flanagan’s Millennium Sculpture ‘Reflections on Water’ are (from left) Helen Lanigan Wood,
museum curator, Peter Duffy, chairman of the Association of Friends of the Museum which co-funded the sculpture, Richard Pierce, who
launched the sculpture, Maria McAllister and Philip Flanagan. Photograph courtesy of The Impartial Reporter.

The sculpture, made of glass and bronze, is now part of the Museum’s permanent collections. It came
about as the result of the sculptor’s residency at the Museum in 1999 and was funded by the Arts
Council of Northern Ireland National Lottery Fund and the Northern Ireland Museums Council as well

as by the Friends of the Museum.

LOCAL HEROES:

SPORTING FERMANAGH

The exhibition concentrated on amateur team sports
in Fermanagh including hurling, netball, Gaelic
football, soccer, rugby, camogie and basketball. It
celebrated all those local people who gave time and
commitment to bring pride to their local
community; it also featured those local heroes who
participated in Olympic and Commonwealth
Games. Many local organisations and individuals
lent artefacts and sports photographs from Shay
Nethercott’s recent donation to the museum were
much in evidence.

An exhibition celebrating amateur sport in Fermanagh was opened at the
Museum in October 1999 by Mr. Danny O’Connor, (left) former director of
the Lottery Sports Fund and the Northern Ireland Sports Council. Also in
the photograph, examining the coat worn by Keith Burns at the 1972
Munich Olympic Games is the chairman of Fermanagh District Council,
Mr. Derrick Nixon, museum development officer Bronagh Cleary and Mrs
Dolores O’Connor. Photograph courtesy of The Fermanagh Herald.
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