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Fermanagh Takes
Diversity by
Storm!

A victorious Fermanagh County Museum
scooped the award for best project undertaken
by a large organisation at the Diversity 21
Awards ceremony in May 2001.

Competition was tight as the Museum held off
strong competition from the University of Ulster
and Ballymena District Partnership to win an
award for its ‘Local Identities Programme’ in
2000 - 2001,

Paul Clark and Claire McCollum hosted the
awards ceremony in the Market Place Theatre
in Armagh. The award of a print entitled Hillside
Echoes by Anne M. Anderson was made to
Fermanagh County Museum by Dr Aideen
McGinley (Permanent Secretary of DCAL) and
Mr Victor Haslett (Chairman of the N. I.
Millennium Company).

Fermanagh County Museum’s Local Identities
Access Project consisted of art workshops for
children and adults, a community outreach
project entitied ‘Finding a Voice’, as well as a
series of literary, music and family events which
took place from July 2000 to March 2001.

The Local Identities Project was grant aided by
the Community Relations Council of N.I.
through the Northern Ireland Museums Council
and the Arts Council of N.1.

Another Award
for Fermanagh
County Museum

Fermanagh County Museum Staff Shows off Their
Peace and Trust Award. Photograph courtesy of
Raymond Humphries, The Impartial Reporter.

In 2001, the museum was the happy recipient
of an award for “Best Small Museum for the
Outstanding Exhibition on Culture and
Heritage”. It was presented by the Peace &
Trust Awards for international peace centres
and museums, a Boston-based organisation
which commends high quality events and
exhibitions promoting peace and trust
throughout the world.

The museum won the award for its ‘Local
ldentities Programme’ which consisted of an
exhibition, art workshops for adults and
children, a community outreach project entitled
‘Finding A Voice’, the Family Heritage Day in
September 2000 and literary events in 2001.
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events celebrating the best of
local and national talent.

Two free literary events took place
in January and March 2001. In
January, local writers Bryan
Gallagher, Marion Maxwell and
the Irish language writer Seamas
MacAnnaidh performed readings
and were greeted by gales of
laughter and rounds of applause.
The second event in March
featured well-known writers Carlo
Gebler and Glenn Patterson as
well as the musical talents of Joy
Beatty.

Both events were a resounding
success. Richard Pierce spoke
for most of the audience when he
commented - ‘This was one of the
most stimulating events ever held
Glenn Patterson and Carlo Gebler at Fermanagh County Museum
and | thoroughly enjoyed it.

Celebrating
identity by word These events were grant aided by the Arts

Council of Northern Ireland and assisted by

and music the Community Relations Council of NI

through the Northern Ireland Museums
Council.

The award winning Local Identities project
was rounded off with two special literary
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A demonstration of medieval black-smithing skills.

Enniskillen Castle celebrates
its medieval past.

1321 visitors turned out to re-live a medieval
carnival at Enniskillen Castle in August 2001.

One of the highlights of the day was the
demonstration of birds of prey. Visitors had a
chance to get up ‘close and personal’ with
some splendid birds including the majestic
European Eagle Owl, the Common Buzzard, a
Harris Hawk and a Saker Falcon. There were

also demonstrations of fencing, and cooking
and performances of medieval music by
entertainers in period costume.

This event was organised in partnership with
the Enniskillen Island Community Festival and
the Museum is very grateful to the organisers
for their financial support.
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The Urban Garden

An innovative and exciting hands-on children’s
art project took place at the Museum in 2001 to
celebrate the
‘Year of the
Artist.  The
project was
co-ordinated
by Geraldine
O'Reilly, arts
officer for
Fermanagh
Disteiet
Council and
took  place

over a ten-day period.

The two artists directing the project were
Genevieve Murphy and Jon Kelly. Under their
guidance the children produced an imaginative
Fermanagh landscape with a beautiful green
garden surrounded by a cluster of urban
buildings. This garden was filled with fields,

trees, and flowers, all made out of drawings,
paintings and 3-dimensional forms.

This project was funded by Fermanagh District
Council in
partnership with
the Arts Council
of Northern
Ireland

Children photographed with the magnificent Urban Garden display created for the Year of the
Artist event in 2001.
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Local poet Nigel McLoughlin talks with museum development officer Bronagh Cleary

about his newly published poetry collection.

Poetic Licence

A November evening in 2001 was the occasion
for an evening of poetry at the Museum when
Nigel McLoughlin read from his newly
published collection.

Born in Enniskillen, Nigel McLoughlin has a
growing reputation as a poet and delighted his
audience with beautifully crafted poems, their
subject matter accessible and relevant to
everyone. One of the poems called “Deora De”
has been short-listed for the prestigious

Hennessy New Irish Writing Awards. Dedicated
to his mother, this takes a playful look at the
difference between generations and their
varying perspectives on the world around them.
There were also poems of quiet reflection
including “Image” inspired by a family
photograph of a relative who fought in the 1st
World War, a photograph which seemed to be
the only surviving evidence of the existence of
this grand uncle.

Fermanagh District Council funded this event
through its Arts Advisory Committee.
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Museum Staff prepared for the Hallowe’en Family Frenzy in
2001, Phowgraph courtesy of the Fermanagh Herald

‘Hallowe’en Family Frenzy’, held on 31
October, 2001 attracted over 450 junior
ghosts, witches, vampires, and their
parents!

Children arriving in costume received the
prize of a bag full of ‘goodies’ before
being entertained by ghostly stories, a
‘gremlin-challenge’, face painting and
monster mask  workshops, and
tormented in their search for 20 hidden
pumpkins. A ‘spooky cave’ was created
where adult and child alike could be
subjected to blood curdling howls and
vampire  laughs combined  with
frightening ghostly images.

The Museum would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mary Herbert,
Marion McLaughlin, Stephen Bleakley
and Olivia Edwards for their contribution

to this event. i s
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An Easter of Fast
Cars & Great
History

Easter 2002 saw a completely new event at
Enniskillen Castle. Rally cars set off from
Enniskillen Castle on the Circuit of Ireland rally
on Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday.

As well as powerful revving rally cars to see,
there were displays of vintage cars for those
interested in the predecessors of today’s motor
car. For younger people there were special
Easter activity packs and an Easter egg hunt
through the museum.

The Circuit of Ireland was based in Fermanagh
in 2002 and we look forward to this event taking
place again at Easter 2003.

* K Kk K K

Sculpture &
Fairytales

The Museum had the pleasure of hosting a
special exhibition and event to coincide with the
Oscar Wilde Weekend in June 2002.

Children had the highly unusual experience of a
storytelling performance in the shade of a huge
giant and a garden of flowers. Local storyteller

Storyteller Bernadette Layden with the sculpture of
the Selfish Giant.

Bernadette Layden presented a selection of
children’s stories written by Oscar Wilde
including the tale of ‘The Selfish Giant'.

The eight foot high giant figure was designed
by local artists Jon Kelly & Genevieve Murphy
and was originally created in Dublin by a group
of 25 Primary School teachers for Wilde's
centenary celebrations in 2000. It formed the
centre piece for a cross-border community
event at Fermanagh County Museum during
which over 1600 children created flower
children in the giant's garden.
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Record crowds of 1750 gather for a music and dance
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extravaganza at Enniskillen Castle.
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Bank Holiday Monday 26 August, 2002 was the
date that crowds poured in to the castle. The
event began with a majestic performance by
the Fermanagh Concert Band, a fully cross-
community band of adult and young amateur
musicians. The music continued with a popular
session of traditional music by ‘Maisie’s Farm’ a
group of traditional musicians from Fermanagh
followed by the Belfast based group — ‘A Clatter
of Folk’, who performed an Ulster Scots musical
set.

A magic show called "Wells and Wishes", by
Christophe Lombardi and Chris Thompson from
‘Hit and Myth' was held in the specially erected
marquee.

Children of all ages provided superb
entertainment as they learned choreographed

Audience showing their delight during the Family Fun Day Event in August 2002.

dances from Louise Rossington from Big Telly
Theatre Company.

Local storyteller Bernadette Layden was so
popular this year that an extra session had to
be organised. She presented selection of
children’s stories throughout the afternoon and
mesmerised her audience both young and not
SO young.

Keith Ndolvu, of African Theatre Works,
performed the grand finale in traditional Zulu
costume. His performance involved chant
song, African drumming and dance as well as a
great deal of audience participation.
Fermanagh District Council, Waterways Ireland
and Fermanagh Lakeland Tourism supported
this Event.




























































