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Expansion of the Museum

During the course of the year Fermanagh District
Council developed its plans to expand the museum.
Central to these plans was a proposal to erect a new
building within the Castle Barracks complex. The
proposed building was designed to provide display
space, an audio-visual theatre, an archives and
research area, a conservation workshop and storage
facilities. However following discussions with the
Historic Monuments Branch of the Department of
the Environment and due to cut backs in grant aid
funding, we have had to reconsider our develop-
ment proposals and examine other ways to expand
and develop the museum.

A new scheme based on a fuller use of existing
buildings in the Barracks yard is now with the
Historic Monuments Branch of the Department of
the Environment for consideration. If the Depart-
ment agrees with this proposal it will achieve a con-
siderable saving on the earlier scheme and in these
days of stringent economic measures will represent
better value for money.

Events and Exhibitions
1985/86

October-December 1985 — Portraits of
Irish Writers

This exhibition of Irish writers painted mainly by
Irish artists came from the Ulster Museum. It con-
tained a comprehensive range of portraits from
William Allingham, W. B. Yeats, and James Joyce
t0 more contemporary writers like Seamus Heaney,
Jennifer Johnston and Paul Muldoon, the work of
artists such as Helen Allingham, Louis le Brocquy,
Edward McGuire, Basil Blackshaw and Neil
Shawcross. It also included a portrait of the poet
Frank Ormsby by Ross Wilson, a charcoal drawing
commissioned by the Friends of Fermanagh County
Museum, and presented to the Museum by Joan
Trimble, patron of the ‘‘Friends”’. Frank Ormsby
attended the opening of the exhibition and read
poems from his recent collection.

Terence Flanagan opening the exhibition ““Portraits of Irish Artists’’ with from left Frank Ormsby, Joan Trimble and Helen Lanigan Wood.
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