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Future Plans for the Museum

Despite our best endeavours to achieve a spatial expan-
sion at Castle Barracks for an improvement of the Museum
service, we are not able to report on having any success
in obtaining more space nor indeed any prospect of such
in the immediate future.

The museum has developed to a point where some 5,000
square feet must be made available to provide more display
space, adequate storage, conservation and work areas, and
a research area for the public. The available storage has
now been completely utilized, work and conservation areas
are quite inadequate and the display areas are unacceptably
small. We are awaiting a decision from the Historic
Monuments and Buildings Branch of the D.O.E. and other
users of the Castle Barracks as to whether short term ac-
commodation can be made available to the Council.

In the meantime we ask your forebearance and apologise
to all those researchers who come to the museum and now
work in such cramped conditions. We apologise to all our
generous donors and supporters for the fact that after 11
years of existence the museum is able to display so little
of its collection. However in our next Newsletter we’ll hope
to have better news.
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Mr. Nick Brannon, archaeologist with the Historic
Monuments and Buildings Branch of D.O.E. supervises the
drilling rig beside Enniskillen Castle.

{(Photo: Impartial Reporter)

Scott Painting for Museum in
Memory of those who Died

The celebrated Painter, William Scott, is to present one
of his paintings to Fermanagh County Museum in memory
of those who were killed on Remembrance Day. In a let-
ter to Helen Lanigan Wood, the Museum Curator, James
Scott, William’s son, expressed the sympathy of all his
family for the bereavement suffered by the Enniskillen
community. The family wished to present the painting as
a gesture of support for the people of Fermanagh.

In Memory of Viola Westminster
Folklife Collection for Museum

The late Dowager Duchess of Westminster whose tragic
death this year so saddened our community, had been a
member of the Friends of Fermanagh County Museum
since its beginning, and had always supported the work of
the museum.

Some 20 years ago before the Museum had been set up,
the Duchess assembled a comprehensive collection of Fer-
managh folklife material which for many years was on
display in the former Wilkin house at Carrickreagh. Several
pieces from this collection have been on loan to the museum
for some time and are on display in Lisnaskea Library. The
entire collection — some 400 items — has now been
presented to Fermanagh County Museum by Lady Lich-
field on behalf of the family of the late Dowager Duchess.

The Duchess had planned in her lifetime to hand the col-
lection over to the museum and Lady Lichfield has express-
ed pleasure in the knowledge that the collection will now
be preserved for posterity. It will be called the Viola
Westminster collection and will serve as a fitting memorial
to the late Duchess’s interest in the heritage of Fermanagh.
After it has been conserved and studied it will be displayed
in a special exhibition in Enniskillen Castle in October, 1988.

Archaeological Investigations
at Enniskillen Castle

The reason for the preliminary excavations in the Cas-
tle Barracks yard last March was to explore the ar-
chaeological stratigraphy on the site offered by the Historic
Monuments and Buildings Branch of the Department of
the Environment to Fermanagh District Council for a new
museum building. Mr. Nick Brannon, archaeologist, the-
Branch’s Senior Inspector, supervised the excavation.

The excavation involved using a drilling rig to extract
cores of soil. This technique is more usually associated with
engineering projects and it was the first time in Ireland that
this method was used for an archaeological investigation.
The six cores were taken for analysis to the laboratory of
the Civil Engineering Branch of D.O.E. in Belfast. In all
five corings were taken and these revealed that the natural
subsoil lay between 2m and 3.2m below the surface.

If Fermanagh District Council decides to build on the
site a full archaeological excavation will first have to be
undertaken in the layers above the subsoil. Fragments of
bone, pieces of charcoal and debris from buildings were
found in these layers during the exploratory borings. A full
archaeological excavation of the site may yet reveal the
foundations of William Cole’s house which we know was
built here in the early 17th century.




Events and Exhibitions 1987

Deirdre Crone (2nd left} with from left Vincent Martin, Jim Nawn, Martin Irvine and Helen Lanigan Wood.

FEBRUARY, 1987

“A MARRIAGE OF ART AND SCIENCE”’
Exhibition of Archaeological Illustration

An illustrated talk on Saturday, February 7th, by Mrs.
Deirdre Crone, archaeological illustrator at the Ulster
Museum accompanied this unusual exhibition. It was
followed by a sociable buffet lunch provided by the Vin-
tage. The exhibition included a wide range of illustrative
material from Ireland, Great Britain, America and Turkey,
including illustrations of Irish Gold, Roman jewellery from
the British Museum, Egyptian antiquities and finds from
the Tudor flagship the ‘Mary Rose.’

MARCH-APRIL 1987

KENNETH JAMISON — A PERSONAL SELECTION
Paintings, Sculpture, Antiquities and Ethnography from
the Ulster Museum

Kenneth Jamison, Director of the Arts Council spoke
with enthusiasm about his personal selection from the art
collections of the Ulster Museum. He included in his selec-
tion objects from the enthnographic and antiquities col-
lection making the point that art is not confined to the pic-
ture galleries nor indeed to museums. Again this lecture
was followed by a pleasant social occasion with buffet
lunch.’

MAY-JUNE 1987

“DAMNED NONSENSE‘* THE GEOLOGICAL
CAREER OF THE THIRD EARL OF ENNISKILLEN

Much local interest was generated in this exhibition ar-
ranged by the Ulster Museum which was opened on April
30th by Professor Gordon Herries Davies from Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin. Professor Davies gave a lively and entertain-
ing account of the life of William Cole of Florence Court,
later the third Earl of Enniskillen and of his magnificent
collection of 10,000 fossil fish. The Impartial Reporter’s
account of the opening describes Professor Davies’ talk as
“‘enthralling and graphic’’ a view shared by those who at-
tended. Professor Davies paid tribute to Kenneth James,
Assistant Keeper in the Geology Department of the Ulster
Museum who was responsible for the research for the ex-
hibition and for writing the accompanying booklet about
the Third Earl of Enniskillen.

MAY-JUNE 1987
GEOLOGY OF FERMANAGH

Running concurrently with the Third Earl of Enniskillen
exhibition was an exhibition of geological samples collected
in Fermanagh by Pat O’Doherty of Enniskillen, an en-
vironmental scientist. First mounted in Enniskillen Library
this popular exhibition which also included a selection of
world gem stones was an ideal accompaniment to the ex-
hibition about the earlier Fermanagh geologist, the Third
Earl of Enniskillen,



At the opening of the exhibition KENNETH JAMISON: A PERSONAL SELECTION, were Helen Lanigan Wood, Sheelagh
Flanagan, Kenneth Jamison, T. P. Flanagan and Gordon Johnson.  (photograph: Impartial Reporter)

; i Co e ke S :
At the opening of the exhibition “‘Damned Nonsense'’ are Mr. Kenneth James, Ulster Museum, Mr. Pat O’Doherty,
environmental scientist, Helen Lanigan Wood and Professor Gordon Herries Davies.

(Photo; Impartial Reporter)




Some of the members of Jazzwise. From left Ken Saunderson, trumpet; Fearghal McKinney, saxaphone; Raymond Ferguson, clarinet
and Niall McEnhill, eleciric guitar.

(Photo: Fermanagh Herald)

Mr. Hugh Weir, publisher, Ballinakella Press; Mr. Jim Nawn, Mr. John McConville, Bass representative and Helen Lanigan Wood
with a copy of the new edition of Henry’s Upper Lough Erne in 1739. (Photo: Fermanagh Herald)
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JULY-AUGUST 1987

“THE IRISH FACE”
Exhibition, Book Launch and Music at the Museum, July
2nd, 1987.

The high-light of the year was undoubtedly the evening
of July 2nd when 200 people attended the reception to
launch the exhibition *“The Irish Face’’ from the National
Library and the new edition of Upper Lough Erne in 1739
by Rev. William Henry.

The exhibition was opened by Dr. Noel Kissane, Educa-
tion Officer of the National Library and author of the well
produced booklet ‘“The Irish Face’” which accompanied
the show. The exhibition included portraits of Irish men
and women over the past 5,000 years in paintings, sket-
ches, photographs and sculptures. Many stone carvings
from the collections of Fermanagh County Museum were
also included.

BOOK LAUNCH

The new edition of Upper Lough Erne by Dean Henry,
published by the Hon. Mr. Hugh Weir of the Ballinakella
Press, Whitegate, Co. Clare, was then launched with much
acclaim by Mr. Jim Nawn.

While the book and exhibition were launched in the top
gallery of the museum a public address system relayed the
proceedings to the crowds downstairs in the cobbled cour-
tyard. Here both before and after the launching ceremonies,
refreshments were provided by Bass Ireland and music by
the final local jazz group Jazzwise. Definitely a night to
remember!

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 1987

TEN YEARS COLLECTING AT FERMANAGH
COUNTY MUSEUM

Exhibition of Paintings, Prints, Ceramics and Lace

The exhibition opened without ceremony at the end of
September and was representative of what the Museum has
collected in its 10 years of existence. Many of the items
were on display for the first time including recent acquisi-
tions of Belleek pottery, an early painting by Kathleen
Bridle and paintings by Mavis and Marion Thomson. Part
of this exhibition remains on view into the New Year while
there is a gradual change to a new exhibition entitled “Made
in Fermanagh: Manufacturing and Trading in Earlier
Days.”” This unusual strategy has been forced upon us by
the critical space shortage in the museum, which leaves us
with nowhere to prepare exhibitions other than in the public
gallery and nowhere to store our collection of paintings.

Professor Gordon Herries Davies opening the exhibition *‘Damned Nonsense™

(Photo: Impartial Reporter)






















