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1988: The Year’s
Review

Four special exhibitions were
mounted during the year attracting
just under 10,000 visitors (9,918),
including a total of 87 school
groups. The 1988 figures show an
increase on the previous year when
8,710 visitors were recorded.

19 February- April 1988

“MADE IN FERMANAGH”
Manufacturing and Trading in
Earlier Days.

The programme for 1988 open-
ed with this popular exhibition
which attracted much media atten-
tion, including slots on Ulster
Television and radio. It was spon-
sored by Nationwide Anglia
Building Society.

During the six weeks duration
of the exhibition some 2,000 peo-
ple visited the museum, with 1,100
of that number being children.
The children were provided with
workcards prepared by seconded
teacher, Breege McCusker and il-
lustrated by Karen Brazil.

Mr. William Burgess, Manager of Nationwide Anglia Building Society, Helen

Lanigan Wood, Museum Curator and Dr. William Crawford, Keeper of Material

Culture at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum. Dr. Crawford opened the
exhibition “Made in Fermanagh.

(Photograph: Fermanagh Herald)

The exhibition highlighted the
main trades and manufacturing in-
dustries in Fermanagh in the nine-
teenth and early twentieth
centuries, with particular emphasis
on the leather and cutlery
trades. Enniskillen was well-
known for these occupations and
fine examples of harnesswork,
shoemaking and cutlery were
featured.

A typical “‘pub”’ from the turn
of the century was reconstructed

Mr. and Mrs. Joe O’Loughlin and Miss Jo Thompson admiring the bicycle oil gun
invented and patented in the 1930’s by Mr. Thomas O’Loughlin of Belleek.

(Photograph: Fermanagh Herald)

showing off many of the local bot-
tlers. A fine display of brass
weights and measures, dated 1861,
and seventeenth century trade
tokens were among some of the
other eye-catching items.

Manufacturing enterprises from
many oarts of the county were also
included, a bicycle oil gun
patented by Thomas O’Loughlin
of Belleek, McKeagney’s Coach-
works from Tempo and Eadie’s
Woollen Mill of Lisbellaw. Sadly
Mr. Ian Eadie who provided so
much information and material
for the exhibition has since died.
He always supported the work of
the museum and was a member of
the “‘Friends’.

The exhibition was designed and
mounted by Fermanagh County
Museum and was based on
research by former Museum Of-
ficer, Catherine McCullough,
Catherine has published an article
on the subject in the latest mid
Ulster/Fermanagh edition of the
Tatler Portrait and in the 1988
Clogher Record.

May-mid June, 1988
“PEOPLE AT WORK”’

The exhibition combined old
photographs of people at work by the
Belfast professional photographer
Alex Hogg, and lent by the Ulster
Museum, with contemporary Fer-
managh photographs on the same



Mr. Charlie Burns taking a closer look at some of the
botttles on display.

Adrian Beattie, Museum Assistant and Catherine McCullough,
Jormer Museum Officer, putting the finishing touches to the Made
in Fermanagh Exhibition.

(Photograph: Impartial Reporter)

theme by the Enniskillen Photographic Society. It was
sponsored by LEDU and was opened by LEDU’s
Chief Executive, Mr. George Mackey.

The Enniskillen Photographic Society has deposited
negatives in the musuem of all their prints in the ex-
hibition. In 20 or 30 years time this will provide

a fascinating view of the kind of work done in Fer-
managh in the year 1988. Many of the Enniskillen
photographers were drawn to people working in
timeless occupations, others to subjects which they felt
would change radically in the future.

Cutting a cake to open the exhibition ““People at Work”* are Mr. Gerry Burns, Clerk and Chief Executive of Fermanagh District Council,
Helen Lanigan Wood, Museum Curator, Mr. George Mackey, Chief Executive of LEDU, Mrs. Ann Cassidy, Chairwoman of Enniskillen
Photographic Society, Dr. William Maguire, Ulster Museum and Mr. Pat McGuinness, Chairman of the Western Panel of LEDU.

(Photograph: Impartial Reporter)

17 June-31 August, 1988

CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS FROM THE
ULSTER MUSEUM AND RECENT WORK BY
ANN McNULTY.

The range of pottery from the Ulster Museum was
very varied from the finest porcelain to bold sculptural

forms. It was drawn from a worldwide collection
recently purchased for the Ulster Museum by the
Curator of Applied Arts, Mr. Mike Robinson, who
opened the exhibition. Ann McNulty’s new colourful
collection created a great deal of interest throughout
the summer and brought many visitors to her studio,
from Ireland and abroad.




Special cake baked by Elliott’s Home Bakery,
Derrygonnelly to celebrate the exhibition launch.

Mr. C. Stevenson in his Bicycle Shop.
(Photograph by: Pat Lunny, Enniskillen Photographic Society),

From the exhibition “‘People at Work"'
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Museum Curator, Helen Lanigan Wood
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Mr. Mike Robinson, Curator of Applied Arts, Ulster Museum, with potter Ann Mc
at the launch of the Contemporary Ceramics exhibition.
(Photograph: Impartial Reporter)
3




Mr. E. Love.

(Photograph by Ann Cassidy, Enniskillen Photographic Society).
From the exhibition ‘‘People at Work™'.

9 September-30 November, 1988

“DOWN UNDER: FROM LETTERBREEN TO
BOTANY BAY”

This exhibition celebrating the Australian
Bicentenary was one of great diversity — a collection
of Australian birds, animals and aboriginal artefacts
from the Ulster Museum, family memorabilia relating
to the career of Somerset Richard Lowry Corry, 4th
Earl of Belmore, Governor General of New South
Wales, from 1867 to 1872, historical material drawn
from Australian institutions and the Public Records
Office, N. Ireland and an exhibition and video pro-
gramme about naturalist John White from Letter-
breen, surgeon in the first fleet to Botany Bay in 1788.
The exhibitions were selected and mounted by Fer-
managh County Museum with much help from
Winifred Glover of the Ulster Museum, the Earl of
Belmore (who lent a comprehensive collection relating
to the 4th Earl), Dr. Charles Nelson (who wrote and
presented the John White video), Dr. Richard Reid of
Australia and Dr. Andrew Harrison of the Public
Records Office, N. Ireland (for historical research),
Mrs. Hilary Wright and the Linenhall Library (for the
loan of John White’s book) and Liverpool Museum
(for plant specimens collected by White in Australia).
It was a popular exhibition, attracting over 1,500
visitors including 600 children on 26 school visits.
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Mr. William Burgess, manager of Nationwide Anglia Building Society, handing over a cheque of sponsorship for the “Down Under”
exhibition to Helen Lanigan Wood, Museum Curator.
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Admiring one of the drawings in the “Down Under’’ exhibition are Mrs. Winifred Glover, Ulster Museum; Mr. Jim Lunny, Chairman
of Fermanagh District Council, who opened the exhibition; Lord Belmore; Helen Lanigan Wood, Museum Curator and Dr. Charles Nelson
of the National Botanic Gardens in Dublin.

(Photograph: Impartial Reporter)

165 people attended the launch of the Australian ex- the Nationwide Anglia Building Society, guests were
hibition “Down Under’’ on 8 September. To accom- able to nibble sausage rolls, sample Australian beer
modate such a large gathering the Regimental Museum and other refreshments and enjoy the music of Jazz-
opened for the evening and a marquee was set up in wyse echoing in the courtyard.

the courtyard. Thanks to generous sponsorship from

Guests at the opening of the “Down Under’’ exhibition.

Guests at the opening of the ““Down Under” exhibition.
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Education Service

We can report Some progress during the year in our
services to schools. Thanks to the help of Mrs. Breege
McCusker, seconded to the museum for a year from
St. Mary’s Secondary School, Irvinestown and the
work of graphic artist, Mrs. Karen Brazil of Fer-
managh District Council, we were able to produce a
number of illustrated worksheets. Three were prepared
for special exhibitions held during the school term —
«“Made in Fermanagh’’; ‘‘People at Work” and
“Down Under”’. Worksheets were also produced for
the permanent exhibitions at Lisnaskea Library and
Castle Archdale Country Park, and the worksheets for
the Early Fermanagh exhibition in Enniskillen Castle
were reprinted. Judging from the good response from
schools these worksheets satisfy a demand and help
students to appreciate these exhibitions more easily.

Video Programme on Devenish

Another useful outcome of Mrs. McCusker’s work
at the museum is a short video programme called
“Devenish Island: Monastic Settlement’’ produced in
association with the Museum Curator. Based on col-
our transparencies in the museum’s collection, it is
designed as an introduction for school children plan-
ning a visit to Devenish Island and will go on sale in
March, 1989.
Information for Teachers

The finishing touches are now being put on three
guides prepared for teachers, one for the Prehistory
and Early History displays in Fermanagh County
Museum, Enniskillen, another for the displays of
Rural Life in Lisnaskea Library. The third is a guide
to Devenish Island containing useful extracts from
earlier studies of the island’s antiquities.

Museum Acquisitions 1987-’88

We recorded 416 acquisitions during 1987, including
the large folklife collection made by the late Dowager
Duchess of Westminster. In 1988 we recorded 172 ac-
quisitions. We would like to thank all those who have
given so generously to the museum particularly those
whom lack of space prevents us from naming here.

Reference Books

The Friars Bush Press kindly presented a copy of
William Parke’s book ‘A Fermanagh Childhood”’
which was launched so successfully at the museum in
October. Mrs. Bernadette Layden and the Kilmacor-
mick WEA History Group presented a copy of “A
Dander Down the Streets’> which was published to
much acclaim in December.

The late lamented Dr. George Gillespie of

" Ballygawley presented a magnificent collection of jour-

nals to the museum just before his death. This includes
the very valuable complete run of the Journal of the
Royal Society of Antiquaries published from 1849 and
a complete set of the Ulster J ournal of Archaeology
which first appeared in 1853. These are all bound
volumes, many bound by Dr. Gillespie himself.
Prehistoric Items

Mr. Seamus McQuaid of Girgadis, Trillick,
presented a Bronze Age Food Vessel recently un-
covered on his land. It has been pierced together and
is now on display in the revamped Early Fermanagh
display in Enniskillen Castle. A prehistoric stone axe
was presented by executors of the late Miss Mary
Wilson of Lisbellaw. Mr. John McCoy of Dromore
presented a rare and very interesting wooden vessel,
carved from a single piece of wood with handles still
















