February 1990

1989: The Year’'s Review

The most popular exhibition of the year was
undoubtedly ‘Buried Treasure’, the summerexhibition
of jewellery which attracted a record attendance of
6509 visitors. Three other special exhibitions were
mounted during the year and the total number of
visitors for 1989 was 10,205 an increase on the

previous year when 9918 visitors were recorded.
Fifty school groups visited the museum - a total of
1490 children, and 817 visitors came in 24 group
visits including vintage car enthusiasts and members
of historical and architectural societies.

Irish Rotizons

rwentieth Century Palntings from Fermanagh Collections

10 March - 13 May 1989

This exhibition of mainly landscape paintings was
drawn from three private Fermanagh collections, that
of the Earl of Belmore, Mr and Mrs John Barr and Mr
Jim Nawn. Sadly Mr Nawn, a generous supporter of
the museum fromits beginnings, was unable to attend
the opening of the exhibition through illness and died
before the exhibition came to an end. The Director of

the Arts Council Mr Kenneth Jamison performed the
opening ceremonies and drew attention to how well
the exhibition represented the wide diversity of Irish
paintings in the 20th century, from works by Jack B
Yeats, Mildred Ann Butler, Paul Henry, William
Conor to those of more recent artists such as Tom
Carr, Basil Blackshaw, T P Flanagan and Colin
Middleton. One thousand three hundred and thirty
nine visitors came to see the exhibition.




Atthe launch of the exhibition, Irish Horizons, are (from the left) Mrs. Desna Barr, Mrs. Sheelagh Flanagan, Mr. John Barr Helen Lanigan Wood,
T.P. Flanagan, the Earl of Belmore, Mr. Kenneth Jamison, who opened the exhibition, and Mrs. Joan Jamison(Photograph: Impartial Reporter).

Palnt
James sleaior of Arrnegh

'A! the opening of the Slealorexhibition e (from the Ieﬂ). elen Lanigan Wood, Mr. Kieran Mullen, !he sponsor of the exhbltlonDr. Brian
Kennedy, Mr. Roger Weatherup, Curator of Armagh Gounty Museum, who opened the exhibition, and Mrs. Anne Weatherup.(Photograph:
Impartial Reporter)




20 May - 17 June 1989

This fine exhibition of portraits, still lifes and flowers
by the Armagh painter James Sinton Sleator was
organised by the Curator of Armagh County Museum,
Mr Roger Weatherup and sponsored by Mullen’s
Garden Centre of Enniskillen and Lisnaskea. Mr
Weatherup who opened the exhibition in Enniskillen
described Sleator as not only an outstanding Armagh
artist but one of international importance. Dr Brian
Kennedy who compiled the comprehensive catalogue

of the exhibition, also spoke at the opening ceremony,
describing Sleator’s excellent portraits as a useful
who’s who of Irish society in the first half of this
century. The exhibition was seen by 1230 people.

Sleator Lecture at the Museum

Dr. Brian Kennedy of the Ulster Museum travelled
again to Enniskillen on 30 May to give a talk about the
work of James Sleator, an excellent illustrated lecture
well attended and appreciated.

At the opening of the exhibition, Buried Treasure, are (from the left), Helen Lanigan Wood, Mr. Sean Nolan, Director of the Ulster Museum and
Dr. Pat Wallace, Director of the National Museum of Ireland. (Photograph: Impartial Reporter)

24 June - 30 September 1989

This exhibition of prehistoric, historic and
contemporary jewellery drawn from the collections
of the Ulster Museum, the National Museum of
Ireland and the work of four of today’s leading gold
and silversmiths, was not only the most popular
exhibition of 1989 but the best attended exhibition
since the museum opened in 1977. Spanning a period
of 4000 years and several continents the exhibition

ranged from superb gold ornaments of the Irish Bronze
Age, many examples drawn from Fermanagh and
Tyrone, personal ornaments brought from voyages to
Egypt, Africa and China, historic jewellery from
Medieval Carrickfergus, gold from the ill fated
Armada, excellent pieces from the 17th to the early
19th century to contemporary jewellery by Bill and
Christina Steenson, Graham Harron and Rudolf
Heltzel. The exhibition was sponsored by LEDU, the
Small Business Agency for Northem Ireland.




The private view of the exhibition on 23 June was
attended by Mr Sean Nolan, Director of the Ulster
Museum, who opened the exhibition, Dr Pat Wallace,
Director of the National Museum, Mr. James
McBarron, Area Manager for LEDU in Omagh, Mrs
Winifred Glover of the Ulster Museum and the
silversmiths Bill and Christina Steenson.
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McConnell. ( Photograph: Impartial Reporter)

Admiring some of the exhibits in the Buried Treasure exhibition are (from the left), Mrs. Mary McConnell, Mrs. Carmen Gilmartin and Miss Maura

All the contemporary jewellery displayed in this
exhibition was for sale as was an attractive selection
of reproduction jewellery. This commercial venture
turned out to be a successful one in generating useful
income for the museum. During the last few weeks of
the exhibition a “sale” was held and lovely pieces of
jewellery were snapped up at bargain prices.

Shaeces of ihe East

5 fromn north=-west lndia ane Pakistan

20 October - 15 December 1989

This colourful exhibition of dowry textiles opened
with a special Indian evening, of music, videos and a
meal of jhaffaraazi,an Indian ratatouille, accompanied
by dahl, naan bread, poppadums and drinks. The
exhibition was sponsored by Mr Diljit Rana of Andras
House Ltd, Belfast and the textiles came originally
from the remote Sind state in Pakistan and from
Rajastan and Gujeratinnorth west India. These richly

embroidered and appliqued marriage costumes, wall
and doorway hangings, mats, blankets, bed canopies
and animal trappings, all made by the bride and the
women of her family, were brought with other dowry
gifts of jewellery and household utensils to her new
husband’s home. These exhibits, all of them for sale,
were collected in India and Pakistan by Mr John
Gillow of Cambridge. Five hundred and sixty people
attended the exhibition.
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Adrian Beattie, Janie Crone and Helen Lanigan Wood.(Photograph: Impartial Reporter)

Coach Trip fo Roscommon
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"Friends" enjoy morning coffee in the kitchen of Strokestown Park House



The sun shone brightly and the bus was full as it set
out for Strokestown on our annual tour on 6 May. A
brief stop to stretch our legs on the banks of the
Shannon at Roosky before arrival at Strokestown
Park House to be greeted by coffee and delicious
home made scones served in the refurbished kitchen.

Mr Luke Dodd, the Curator of the house then led us
on a fascinating tour commencing with the 17th
century room in the basement and finishing up in the
childrens’ play room upstairs. We saw a splendid
collection of furniture, reflecting the history of the
house throughout the centuries. Despite the splendour
of the furnishings the atmosphere was warm and
homely, as though the Pakenham Mahons were still

in residence. Mr Dodd revealed plans for a Famine
Museum in the stable wing, incorporating much local
information about the Irish famines from the estate
papers of the house.

We then adjourned to the kitchen for lunch followed
by a walk in the sunshine through dilapidated walled
gardens still awaiting restoration to their former

glory.

On then to Boyle to visit the Cistercian Abbey and
hear the learned words of our local guide Mr Frank
Tivnan. We returned home by way of Sligo still
enjoying glorious sunshine.

Ready and waiting for the guided tour of Strokestown Park House.

From Castle to Castle

Next Annual Bus Trip - Saturday 23 June 1990

Our next bus trip will take us through the idyllic scenery
of Lough Erne, to the Atlantic coast between Ballyshannon
and Sligo retuming by way of lovely Lough Gill. We will
be visiting the restored 17th century gardens of Tully
Castle on the shores of Lough Eme en route for Belleek
where we stop for coffee in the attractive new restaurant
in the Belleek pottery factory.

Ournextstop will be at Creevykeel tolook at the impressive

prehistoric Court Tomb, then on to the Sligo/Rosses Point
area for lunch. In the afternoon we will be visiting the
Sculpture Park at Hazelwood and the newly restored
Parkes Castle on the shores of Lough Gill.

Full details of this trip will be posted to you closer to the
date, but if you want to be sure of a seat you may make a
preliminary booking by sending us a deposit of £5 per
person (non refundable, I am afraid, but transferable).
















