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GOOD NEWS AT LAST

Itis good to be able to report that Fermanagh District
Council is to have a new Heritage Centre within the
Castle Barracks providing much needed additional
space for the County Museum. Work is well under
way on the new building and it will open in 1992 with
new and exciting displays of archaeology, folklife
and natural history, the latter assisted by funding
from the Countryside & Wildlife branch of the
Department of the Environment. New audio visual
presentations are being prepared and the new
building will provide an audio visual theatre and a
gallery for art and other special exhibitions.

Fermanagh's new Heritage Centre is made possible
through the ongoing programme of development
undertaken by the Council with assistance from
European funds. Designed by Enniskillen architect
Richard Pierce, it is a two storied building incorporating
cut stonework toblend with the historic buildings
in the Barracks yard.

Enniskillen Castle will continue to be shared by the
Regimental and County Museums and the County
Museum will be mounting new displays in the
buildingillustrating the complex history of the Castle
and the development of Enniskillen town.

Work in progress in the new Heritage Centre in the Castle Barracks,
Enniskillen.

One of the younger visitors to the Child's Play exhibition photographed
by Lisa Johnston. (Photograph: courtesy of S P Nethercott)

1990: THE YEAR'S REVIEW

This year we can report a record number of visitors,
nearly a thousand more than last year. During the
past few years the attendance at the museum has
been increasing steadily, from 8,200 in 1987 to
11,300 this year. Five thousand visitors came
during the summer months, 6,300 during the rest of
the year.

Five special exhibitions were mounted during the
year. These attracted 71 school groups, 21 more
than last year and a total of 2264 children, which is
774 more than last year. As an indication of the
museum's growing importance as an educational
resource these figures speak for themselves.
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Atthe launch of the painting exhibition from Ulster Television are (from the left) Councillor Caldwell McClaughry, Chairman of Fermanagh District Council,
Mrs Denise McClaughry, Mr Desmond Smyth, Managing Director of UTV who opened the exhibition and Helen Lanigan Wood, Curator of the Museum.

(Photograph: courtesy of Fermanagh Herald).

A NORTHERN PERSPECTIVE -
EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS FROM THE
ULSTER TELEVISION COLLECTION

9 February - 29 March 1990

Those who attended the launch of this exhibition on
Saturday 10 February were treated to a delicious
lunch courtesy of Ulster Television. The exhibition
was opened by Mr Desmond Smyth, Managing
Director of UTV who described how the collection of

Northern Irish artists had been formed over a period
of nearly 20 years. This progressive art collecting
policy, so beneficial to our artistic heritage was
warmly commended by the Chairman of Fermanagh
District Council Mr Caldwell McClaughry. The
exhibition contained 20th century paintings by over
40 different artists including William Conor, Tom
Carr, Colm Middleton, Neil Shawcross, Hector
McDonnell, Basil Blackshaw and the Enniskillen
born artist T P Flanagan. It was attended by 545
people.

Museum Assistant Adrian Beattie shows the workings of the model railway to a captivated audience.

(Photograph: courtesy of impartial Reporter)
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CHILD'S PLAY - EXHIBITION OF TOYS

FROM ARMAGH COUNTY MUSEUM
7 April - 28 May 1990

The highlight of this exhibition was the captivating
Punch and Judy show on Saturday 21 April which
drew one of the largest crowds of children ever to the
museum. For half an hour the ancient keep echoed
to the sound of laughing cheering and excited children
as the puppet master, Jan Taylor, skilfully worked
his seven puppets and enthralled his young  audience
with tales of wonder.

The most popular exhibits were the Victorian doll's
house from Castle Coole, lent by Lord Belmore, the
large model railway on loan from the Light Gallery in
Enniskillen and the various toys, like the
reproduction Victorian rocking horse, which visitors
could play with. Woolworths provided some modern
toys for entertaining younger visitors and these
were later presented to the children's ward in the
Erne Hospital.

An important part of the exhibition - the display of
brightly coloured toy paintings - was the result of a
special painting competition organised by the
museum for primary school pupils. This attracted a
large entry of a very high standard and all the
available wall space in the gallery was needed to
display these splendidly exuberant paintings.

"Child's Play" was sponsored by Hanna's Toyworld
and was viewed by 2591 visitors. The only problem
about this exhibition was that it had, eventually, to
come to an end, and throughout the summer many
of our younger visitors were deeply disappointed to
find that all the toys had disappeared!
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Mrs Francie McMurray, a visitor from New Zealand, tries out the spinning
wheel at the Wood & Wool exhibition watched by Helen Lanigan Wood,
Curatar, the Earl of Belmore, patron of the Friends of Fermanagh County
Museum and Mr Hugh Mannix of the Bank of Ireland, sponsors of the

exhibition. (Photograph: courtesy of Impartial Reporter).

WOOD & WOOL
6 June - 31 August 1990

The traditional crafts of woodturning and weaving
were featured in the museum's summer exhibition.

Chatting at the launch of the Wood & Wool exhibition are (from the left) Dr Anne ODowd, Assistant Keeper of the National Museum who opened the
exhibition and Mr Dermot O'Sullivan from the National Museum. (Photograph: courtesy of Impartial Reporter)
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To mark the launch, refreshments were served in a
marquee in the courtyard and entertainment was
provided by three of Fermanagh's finest traditional
musicians, Gabriel McArdle, Seamus Quinn and
Jim McGrath - all of this thanks to the generosity of
the sponsors, Bank of Ireland.

The woodturning exhibits came from the folklife
division of the National Museum of Ireland and the
exhibition was opened by Dr Anne O'Dowd of the
National Museum who was responsible for this very
comprehensive display illustrating the history of
woodturning in Ireland. There was also a display of
contemporary woodturning by Niall Fitzduff of Tyrone
and Eddie McDaid of Donegal, whose attractive
work sold well throughout the summer.

The wool exhibition included looms, spinning wheels,
a variety of fleeces as well as wall hangings and
garments made by two local weavers and knitters,
Dorothy Pendry and Catherine Britton. The
attendance figure for the Wood & Wool exhibition
was 5009.

researches provided the historical background for
the exhibition.  An audio-visual presentation
prepared by Mr lan Wilson, Manager of Bangor
Heritage Centre conveyed a vivid account of the
battle while the design and detailed research for the
displays was done by Mr Brian Mackey, Curator of
Lisburn Museum.

As well as documents, maps, colourful portraits of all
the main characters in this historic battle, the
exhibition included many items of local interest. The
Regimental Museum lent several items including a
remnant of the flag carried by the Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers at the battle. There were original portraits
of King William, Queen Mary and Captain James
Corry of Castle Coole and original letters from
Generals Schomberg and Ginkel. There was also
an interesting display of commemorative items
including Williamite glass and ceramics. The
exhibition was a popular one and attracted 1500
visitors.

At the official opening of the Battle of the Boyne exhibition are, from the left, Councillor Samuel Foster, Fermanagh District Council, Dr Bill Maguire

who opened the exhibition and the Museum Curator Helen Lanigan Wood. (Photograph: courtesy of Impartial Reporter)

BATTLE OF THE BOYNIE.
A TERCENTENARY EXHIBITION

1690 - 1990.
14 September - 31 October 1990

The tercentenary of the Battle of the Boyne was
marked by an exhibition organised by the Northern
Ireland Regional Curators' Group assisted
financially by the Central Community Relations Unit.
The exhibition was opened by Dr Bill Maguire,
Keeper of local history at the Ulster Museum, whose

ENNISKILLEN: HISTORIC IMAGES OF

AN ISLAND TOWN
9 November - 18 December 1990

The museum was filled to capacity for the opening of
the exhibition of old prints and photographs of
Enniskillen on 8 November by Mr Jack Donnelly.
There were many distinguished visitors present
including Mr Terry Stewart, head of the European
Commission in Dublin, whose wife Annisa daughter
of William Hudson, one of the photographers featured
in the exhibition. Mr Caldwell McClaughry, Chairman
of Fermanagh District Council introduced the guest
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speaker, Mr Donnelly, who then regaled the  audience
with a witty account of his boyhood in Enniskillen
and amusing anecdotes about many of the
townspeople that he knew. He then presented the
Curator with a large bouquet of flowers in
acknowledgementof her work in preparing the
exhibition. The exhibition was based on the book
Enniskillen:  Historic Images of an Island Town
written by Helen Lanigan Wood and published in
October by the Friars Bush Press.

The exhibition included many rare prints and
drawings of the town and a wide variety of
photographers dating from about 1870 onwards. It
was another popular exhibition attracting 1334  visitors
at a time, November and December, when
museums are usually quiet. Particularly popular
were the Sunday afternoon openings which brought
welcome crowds to the Museum, many of them
visiting for the first time.

former coach stop "The Fighting Cock" to visit ring
forts, holywells, and Mullycovet Mill and Drying House,
soon to be restored by the Belcoo & District
Development Group. Later the group enjoyed a
picnic lunch in Gortahurk West rath before visiting
the Neolithic burial site at CarrickMacSparrow and
returning home tired but contented with their newly
acquired archaeological knowledge of this beautiful
area of Ferr. 1nagh.

NEW GUIDE TO IRISH MUSEUMS

"A reputation for initiating excellent special
exhibitions” is one of the pleasing comments made
about our museum in a new Museums Association
guide - Exploring Museums: Ireland by Sean
Popplewell, recently published by HMSO London.
Our audio visual presentation The Maguires of
Fermanagh and the Town of Enniskillen is singled
out for praise and the models in the archaeology

At the opening of the exhibition Enniskillen: Historic Images of an Island Town are Joan Trimble, patron of the Friends of Fermanagh County Museum

and Jack Donnelly, who opened the exhibition. (Photograph: courtesy of Impartial Reporter).

ARCHAEOLOGY DAY 26 MAY 1990

This annual event, Archaeology Day, is designed to
promote a wider interest in our prehistory and early
history among the general public. The day was
marked in Fermanagh by a field trip along the
Mullaghdun Trail - one of 5 heritage trails devised by
Belcoo & District Development Group.

Led by three archaeologists, Janie Crone, Museum
Officer in Fermanagh County Museum, Ralph Magee
and Rosemary McConkey, and accompanied by
two local guides Margaret Gallagher and Peter
Leonard, a group of almost 60 walkers set off in
excellent weather along the shores of Lower Lough
MacNean to view Cushrush Island where evidence
of Mesolithic man has been found. On then past a

displays are acclaimed as "miniature insights into
prehistory”.

"The museum makes fullest use of very cramped
accommodation and, while concentrating on local
history and archaeology in its permanent displays,
finds space for a lively programme of special
exhibitions. Particularly effective in the context of
the severe space restrictions are three wallmounted
dioramas created by the model maker, Gordon
Johnson".

This is awell produced guide with good descriptions
and attractive illustrations of Ireland's 35 principal
museums, north and south. It is part of a series
which also covers museums in England, Scotland
and Wales.
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