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Opening of the Molacana and Dresser-€hina Exhitbitions : (from left) Dr Megan McManus of the Ulster Folk and
Transport Museum, Mr Patrick Murphy, who opened the exhibition, Helen Lanigan Wood, Museum Curator, Mrs Ida
Burton and Mr Keith Johnston of Forge Antiques, Lisbellaw. (Photo courtesy of The Impartial Reporter).

Our new exhibition centre opened to the public on
July 1st 1992, the first of several new ventures
planned for Enniskillen Castle. Two new audio
visual programmes were on view and two special
exhibitions - Molacana: Indian Art of South
America and Dresser China.

Molacana : Indian Art of South

America.

The molacana were lent to the museum by Patrick
and Antoinette Murphy from Dublin, a collection
reflecting their extensive travels and art interests.
Molacana are richly decorated and brightly
coloured textile panels for blouses worn by the
CunalIndiansof South America. It was an unusual

exhibition and formostvisitors afirsttime to see
folk art of this kind.

Dresser China.

This pottery, once commonplace on kitchen
dressers throughout Ireland, came from Forge
Antiques of Lisbellaw. While potteries like
Belleek are best known for their fine wares, they
also produced cheap china for everyday use as
did potteries in Scotland and Staffordshire. This
pottery was often decorated with sponge-
impressed designs and the same technique is
used today by Nicholas Mosse from Kilkenny
whose work was also included in the show.


































