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CASTLE NEWS

Major Restoration of the Castle and Barracks

If you have visited Enniskillen Castle recently you
may have found yourself manoeuvering around
soil heaps and workmen in various parts of the
Castle Barracks yard. These are not roadworks, as
the signs suggest, but part of an on-going
programme of restoration and refurbishment being
carried out by the Environment Service; Historic
Monuments and Buildings Branch.

A network of underground ducting has been put in
place so that soon all overhead cabling will be
removed. Work on the curved range, once stabling

for army horses and storage for gun carriages, is
progressing well. The arched doorways are being
restored to their former glory and the ground laid
with setts.

A major refurbishment of the Keep willmean closing
its doors for six months from September until
Easter 1995. The 19th century windows are being
replaced and a new staircase is being installed.
Longerterm plans are to turn the barracks yard into
an open area free of cars, introducing grassed
areas and replacing tarmacadam with more
appropriate surfaces.
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William McFrederick and Reggie Dixon of the Environment Service laying setts in the arcaded range of the Castle
Barracks yard.
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CASTLE NEWS

Heritage Centre officially opened

Mr Gerry Burns, Chief Executive, Councillor Bertie Kerr, Chairman, Fermanagh District Council, Mr Robert Atkins, Economy
and Environment Minister and Helen Lanigan Wood at the opening of the new Heritage Centre at Enniskillen Castle.

(Photograph courtesy of Impartial Reporter)

The new Heritage Centre at Enniskillen Castle was
officially opened on 15th June 1993 by Mr Robert
Atkins, the Economy and Environment Minister,
another important amenity built by Fermanagh
District Council. At a cost of nearly £700,000, the
new centre provides a high standard of visitor
facilities, including audio visual theatre, gift shop,
lift and other facilities for children and the disabled.
Thetwo storied building designed by Richard Pierce,
allows space for permanent displays about
Fermanagh'’s natural and social history as well as
for programmes of special exhibitions.

The new award winning displays are popular with

local schools, and students use them to study
many aspects of the new curriculum, in the areas of
art and science as well as history. Popular with all
visitors are the beautiful models created by Gordon
Johnson which as well as being highly educational
convey a real sense of the past and of the diversity
of Fermanagh’s landscapes and wildlife

The natural history of Fermanagh is also the theme
of one of the two audio visual presentations - a
programme focusing on the wildlife of the west of
the county. The second programme is about
Enniskillen, about life in the town in earlier days as
recalled by some of its citizens.



CASTLE NEWS

The Norwich Union Museum Award

Towards the end of 1993 Enniskillen Castle won
the Norwich Union Museum Award ‘in recognition
of outstanding achievement in museum display.’
This award is for museums and galleries which
have an annual income of less than £500,000 and
those which have ‘imaginative and thoughtful’
presentations. The judges said that the exhibition
at Enniskillen Castle ‘established a succesful link
between the visitor and the county for both tourist
and local alike...and made use of two continental
languages in its displays.’

Mrs Mary Robinson, President of Ireland and Patron of the
Gulbenkian/Norwich Union Awards forMuseums and Galleries
in Ireland at the award ceremony in Dublin Castle, where she
presented the trophy and a cheque for £1000 to Helen
Lanigan Wood and Janie Crone.

Helen Lanigan Wood, Councillor Bertie Kerr, Chairman of Fermanagh District Council and Mr Charles Horfon, Curator of
the Chester Beatty Library with the Norwich Union Museums Award. The award, shared with the Chester Beatty Library,
can be seen at Enniskillen Castle throughout the summer. (Photograph courtesy of Impartial Reporter)
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CASTLE NEWS

New Guard on duty at Enniskillen Castle

You could be forgiven for thinking that the figure
guarding the entrance to the Heritage Centre is real
- itis a life sized model of a 17th century musketeer
from the early days of the Inniskilling infantry
regiment.

Visitors have shown considerable interest in the
musketeer - it is the most photographed figure at
the Castle - and it serves a useful function in
directing visitors towards the entrance. The model
is dressed in the uniform of Tiffin’s Inniskilling
Regiment of Foot, named after the regiment’s first
colonel, Zachariah Tiffin.

The origin of this regiment can be traced back to
1688 when Gustavus Hamilton, Governor of
Enniskillen, called upon the people of the town and
surrounding areas to defend themselves against
James II's invading army. It was from these unpaid
volunteers that Tiffin’s Regiment was formed, and
iteventually became the 27th (Inniskilling) Regiment
of Foot and later the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers.

Lord Belmore, Patron of the Friends of the Museum, and
Major George Stephens with the life sized model of a 17th
century ‘Grey Inniskilling'.

(Photograph courtesy of Impartial Reporter)

New Appointment
Emma MacNeice - Development Officer

Emma MacNeice joined Enniskillen Castle as
Development Officer in March, coming from the
National Trust where she worked at Castle Coole
as Administrator for almost two years. Born in
Bangor, Emma spent
most of her school
years in Omagh
before studying for a
L ei s ure
Management
Degree in
Newcastle-Upon-
Tyne, and working in
a museum in
America. Inherspare
time, Emma enjoys
horse riding, tennis
and sailing-andis a
member of Lough
Erne Yacht Club.

(Photograph courtesy of
Impartial Reporter)

























